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The idea behind “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times” was probably the impetuous for some jokes 

we often refer to as the “good news, bad news” jokes. 

Richard and I had a good laugh together, because that seemed to sum up our Thanksgiving celebration last week. 

The good news was that our children were both with us, plus spouses and grandkids.  And even though ShopRite 

did some of the cooking, I cooked more than I normally would, and dinner was surprisingly good!  The bad news 

was my accident which broke my nose! 

There was even a good news/bad news article in the Atlantic City Press on Wednesday this past week.  The good 

news is there’s a new toy out this year from the newest "Star Wars" movie—a cute little baby Yoda.  The bad 

news is that it may not be available till spring—not nearly in time for Christmas—no matter how many kids ask 

Santa for it! 

I also saw a couple of other good news/bad news jokes about church life that I thought would be a light illustration 

for “life is how you look at it.” 

Good news:  The minister baptized seven people last week in the river. 

Bad news:  Two of them were lost in the swift current. (Aren’t you glad we use the little baptismal font?) 

Good news:  The Women’s Group voted to send you a get-well card. 

Bad news:  The vote passed by 21-20. 

Good news:  Mrs. Jones is wild about my sermons. 

Bad news:  Mrs. Jones is also wild about “Beavis and Butthead” and “The Texas Chainsaw Massacre.” 

 So…..Good news/bad news….  The ultimate description was written by Charles Dickens:  “It was the best of 

times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, 

it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, 

it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to 

Heaven, we were all going direct the other way..”  

Thus began Dicken’s classic work, A Tale of Two Cities.  During the early 1800’s, the French Revolution had 

brought the worst of times and the best of times to both France and England.  

Dickens' words were truly descriptive of the mood of the world at that time.  But these words could also have 

been written about us the last couple of month—or even years. 

In so many ways, it seems we in America are experiencing the best economic time we have known in a long 

time.  More people employed, less people below the poverty line, and cell phones, technology, entertainment are 

at an all-time high.  



At the same time, and in other ways, these are the worst of times in recent memory.  Our government can’t stop 

arguing, there’s less legislation happening because of it, our service men and women are still involved in wars 

overseas, more random shootings all the time (just this past week on military bases in Pearl Harbor and Pensacola), 

and locally, the Rescue Mission and the Salvation Army see more hungry homeless people every day—and not 

just because Sister Jean’s Kitchen was closed down. 

We feel anxious, but we cling to hope for a new day.  Despair, yet hope.        

These same kinds of feelings were also in the minds and hearts of the people in Israel during the time just prior 

to the birth of Jesus.  Although I would bet that fear also popped into their heads.  After all, the Roman army was 

occupying Israel.  Cruel soldiers walked the street.   Roman taxes were oppressive and kept the people in abject 

poverty.  

How could this be happening to them?  Not many years before, their great heroes, the Maccabees, had managed 

to be victorious over the mighty remnants of the Greek Empire—which they celebrate to this day in the holiday 

called Hanukkah.  But now, near the dawning of what we call the 1st Century, they are again subservient to a 

foreign power.  Deep despair had settled on the people. 

But it was also the best of times in some ways.  The Pax Romana, or peace of Rome, pervaded that part of the 

world and gave a measure of political stability.  Roman law brought some order.  Progress and commerce came 

to Israel with the building of Roman roads.  Best of all, even though it was a political maneuver, Herod had rebuilt 

the Great Temple for the Jews.  

But greater still was the promise of the prophets that God would send the Messiah into the world.  Holy longings 

filled their hearts.  Surely now would be the time.  They clung to the words of the Old Testament prophet 

Isaiah:  “For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he 

will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his 

government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing 

and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this.”  (Isaiah 9:6-7)  

Into this good times/bad times world Jesus came.  The world was hard and cynical, but there was a breath of 

hope.  There was a sense that God was about to do something wonderful.  God’s good news was coming into a 

bad-news world. 

The message I want to say to you this morning is this:  God’s good news is greater than the world’s bad news.  God 

has already broken into our world in Jesus.  And nothing will ever be the same.  John the Baptist described 

Christ’s coming as light coming into the darkness.  He said that darkness could not extinguish it.  The Greek 

literally means:  “The darkness could not take it down.”  Darkness is negative.  It is simply the absence of light.  It 

has no power of its own.  All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish a single candle.  

Light, on the other hand, is a positive force.  It CAN overcome darkness.  Last week, Richard was at a meeting 

and I came home from church after dark.  Since we both left in daylight, there were no lights on, and the house 

was in darkness.  I couldn’t see a thing.  My mind could have told me that there might be people hiding in there. 

Or there might have been things to trip over.  Darkness creates illusions.      

But when I turned on just one light, using a flashlight, I could see everything.  And the more lights I turned, on 

the clearer I could see.  



It is light that overcomes darkness, not the other way around. 

That’s the view God had in mind when he sent us Jesus.  The Isaiah passage we read said, “The people walking 

in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”  (Isaiah 

9:2) 

When we are hurting or lonely or disappointed or scared, God wants us to know that the darkness around us is 

not all there is.  A great light has come into the world.  We may feel as though we are in the shadow of death, but 

God wants to shine His light and give us a new dawn. 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”  (John 8:12). 

So what does that have to do with our problems?  Is the light of Christ really going to help us?  

You know, I believe that by allowing the light of Jesus Christ to shine upon our lives and to give us wisdom for 

the decisions we must make, we can be changed by the coming of Christ.  

You see, the greatest change that needs to take place in our lives is not our incomes, or our jobs, or our families, 

or even our health—but in our attitudes. 

Charles Swindoll has some excellent words on attitude.  I’m going to paraphrase some of his words.  

‘The longer I live, the more important I realize the impact of attitude is on my life.  Attitude to me is more 

important than facts.  It is more important than the past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than 

failures, than successes, that what other people think, say or do.  Attitude is more important than appearance, 

giftedness or skill.  Attitude will make or break a company, a church, a marriage, or a home—or any one of us 

individually.  The remarkable thing is that we have a choice everyday regarding the attitude we will embrace for 

that day.  We cannot change our past.  We cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way.  We cannot 

even change the inevitable.  The only thing we can do is play on the instrument we have, and that is our attitude.’ 

Someone once said that life is 10% what happens to us and 90% how we react to it.  

Quite some time ago, when Oprah Winfrey still had her talk show every afternoon, she had a guest on that I’ll 

never forget.  To be honest, I don’t remember his name, but he was a paraplegic and confined to a wheelchair.  He 

was also a motivational speaker.  He didn’t start out his life as a paraplegic.  He had a wonderful normal life—

college graduate, great job, quite a bit of money.  He was indulging his love of skydiving one day when his 

parachute didn’t open correctly.  He hit the ground a lot faster and harder than he was supposed to.  He probably 

should have died, but he did not.  But he did break his back and sever his spinal cord, which left him as a 

paraplegic.  

At some point in the show, Oprah asked him if he felt bad about his life.  I’ll never forget his answer:  “If there 

were 10,000 things I could do before my accident, but only 500 I can do now, I’m going to forget about what I 

can’t do and be grateful for what I can." 

His attitude made all the difference for his outlook on life. 

We are in charge of our attitudes. 



I suspect that some useless arguing and complaining might take place in the next 2 or 3 weeks.  You might hear 

things like:  “You spent too much on that.  Why can’t we go over to my family or friends this time?  Why do we 

have to do so much decorating?  Why did you take so long shopping?  The list goes on and on.  

But this year, we can make a change.  We can agree to accept the light that Jesus Christ wants to pour into each 

of our lives.   We can resolve to make this Christmas as enjoyable as possible for ourselves and those around 

us.  A wonderful Christmas is not going to be determined by the size and number of gifts we get or give.  It’s 

going to be determined by how much we allow Jesus to be Lord of our lives—which means our words and our 

actions.  

Remember, a kind word or compliment can be priceless.  An ill spoken word or an unkind deed can even spoil 

the gift of a diamond ring.  You see, life is not found in things, as nice or fun as things may be.  The Bible tells 

us—Advent and Christmas remind us—that life is found in Jesus Christ—that his light overcomes the darkness 

of any life.  There is no greater celebration in the Christmas season than to celebrate the presence of Christ.  

Every day is a gift from God.  We should not squander it.  We should not waste it by being angry or holding 

grudges.  We should not let it slip away by feeling sorry for ourselves.  God actually wants us to know joy in 

life.  God wants us to let our minds dwell on the good things that have happened to us—that God has given us. 

This season, let’s take control of our attitudes, so that no one can spoil any day for us.  And actually, we can add 

to the joy of each day by making someone else happy. 

God has already made provisions for our change this Christmas season.  It’s in our scripture passage:  “For unto 

us a child is born, to us a son is given….  He will reign forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish 

this.”  

You know, the prophecy of the birth of Jesus Christ came hundreds of years before Jesus was born.  Surely if 

God could plan hundreds of years into the future with detailed accuracy, God can effectively plan to see us through 

our problems and our difficulties.  

Some of you didn’t know how you would make it this far, but you’ve made it.  Some of you experience change 

and feel scared by it.  But you’re still here and God has not forgotten you.  Some folks went through the pain of 

a broken relationship, others the loss of a loved one, but God has not left us.  God’s love is still here. 

The coming of Christ can change us by giving new focus and direction and new attitudes. 

Then, only then, can God enable us to lose the worst of times attitude in order to live in the best of times. 

 

Please keep the following people in your thoughts and prayers …. 

Prayer List:  Virginia, Jim, George, Betty, Beverly, Peggy, Dottie, Jack, Paul, Fred, Barbara, Doug, 

Larry, Kay, Michele, Marlise, Beth, Patricia, Allen, Wendy, Staci, Janelle, Garo and Bobbi. 

 

 


