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I don’t know about you, but I’m tired of all the bad news on TV, radio, and newspapers!  It seems as though every 

day we hear about a natural disaster that destroys some part of the world, or riots where the protesters are shot 

and killed, children being kidnapped - or, at least, attempted, so much arguing in our government, and 

unscrupulous and dishonest behavior by elected officials. International and personal tragedies make our world 

seem like a fearful place, overflowing with evil.  Sometimes it just seems out of control.  The litany of bad news 

could cause us to think that God is absent or, at least, impotent.  People cry, “Where is God?” when they feel 

surrounded by sorrow and despair. 

Twenty-five centuries ago, a man named Daniel could have despaired and said those same words.  Daniel lived 

in Israel, and he survived a horrible siege by the Babylonian army - then lived through the battle that killed 

thousands of people and flattened the entire city of Jerusalem.  After that, he and thousands of his countrymen 

were deported to a foreign nation - forcibly marched to Babylon hundreds of miles away.    Daniel and three of 

his friends - Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego - were probably in the first wave of captives to march to 

Babylon.  Scholars tell us that the Babylonians first wanted to take the smartest, youngest, fittest people to 

Babylon for training in Babylonian customs and language. That way they could be sort of brainwashed and 

eventually be set up in positions of responsibility over their own people.  That was actually a brilliant move for 

an empire that was taking over vast territories with so many different people.  Daniel and his friends would have 

made good candidates for this training program in Babylon. It’s possible that Daniel and his three friends were 

members of the royal family - nephews, cousins, etc. - not the immediate royal family, but the extended 

family.  That way they were guaranteed healthier young men who already had some education. It was only after 

these first “elite” captive went to Babylon that soldiers would have taken ordinary people to be slaves.   

But no matter who you were, those were frightening days for everyone - to suffer humiliation and defeat, 

everything burned to the ground, so many people killed, fearing for your life every day (maybe every minute!), 

being ripped away from everything you had known and love.  Who could have blamed any one of them if they 

had said, “Where is God?”  

But that’s why the book of Daniel was written.  If you think God has disappeared or doesn’t care what’s going 

on, think again.  The writer of Daniel wanted us to know that God is still in control and that God wants us to trust 

him with our lives.  

Let’s look back at Daniel’s story.  When Daniel and his friends first arrived in Babylon, they determined that they 

would serve God regardless of the consequences.  They were taught the language and literature of the 

Babylonians. They learned mathematics, astronomy, history, and science.  But they did not give in to the pressures 

of the Babylonian society in matters of religion and diet.  They refused to bow to statues or eat food that was not 

kosher.  It went against their belief in God and God’s commandments.  They ate carefully and lived 

prayerfully.  (That’s actually a great motto for all of us to adopt!)  They would not compromise when it came to 

God. 

The Bible says they “resolved not to defile themselves.”  (Daniel 1:8)  Resolve is a strong word.  It speaks of 

principles and being committed to a course of action.  It was their life-long determination to live by God’s rules 

and never compromise, even in the face of tremendous pressure.  

Their strong moral convictions made an impact.  They were known as men of honor and principles.  They were 

respected.  And they were eventually put in places of authority.  In fact, Daniel was highly regarded by four 

kings.  Over the span of his life he served Babylonia kings Nebuchadnezzer and Belshazzar and the Persian kings 

Cyrus and Darius. 

At the time of our scripture passage this morning, Daniel had been serving kings for a long time.  If our 

calculations are correct, by this point in history serving King Darius, Daniel would probably have been about 80 

years old.  Remember, he has lived through what we would consider two world wars - first when the Babylonians 

defeated Israel and then when the Medes and Persians defeated the Babylonians.  Over the years, Daniel has seen, 

up close and personal, how God is in control when life feels out of control.  Daniel has watched God guide and 



direct his life, and the lives of those around him - when things were going well and when things were not going 

well.  Through it all, Daniel had learned how to place himself in God’s capable hands.  Through it all, Daniel had 

learned to live his life close to God - being in constant communication with God - living life with prayer. 

As you heard in the scripture reading, the king thought Daniel was great.  He was going to promote Daniel and 

put him in charge of all the other governors and administrators.   

You know, no matter what century you live in, people are people.  It never seems to fail that when someone is 

doing extremely well, other folks get jealous.  Some of Daniel’s colleagues didn’t like it that Daniel was being 

promoted instead of them.  They wanted to find something to criticize - but couldn’t, because Daniel was always 

faithful and honest and reliable.  So they concluded, “Our only chance of finding ground for accusing Daniel will 

be in connection with the requirements of his religion.”  (Daniel 6:5) 

So they came up with this ridiculous idea to tickle King Darius’ vanity.  They went to him and said, “We have 

unanimously agreed that Your Majesty should make a law that will be strictly enforced.  Give an order that for 

the next thirty days a person who prays to anyone, divine or human - except to Your Majesty - will be thrown to 

the lions.” (Daniel 6:6)  In other words, “You’re so good to everyone, O King, there’s no need for any person to 

pray to a god or person.  You give them everything they need.  You’re like a god!”  The King just loved hearing 

things like that! 

Well, you know how the story goes.  The King, who is as dense as a block of wood, goes along with the idea. 

Verse 10 says, “But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went home and knelt down as usual in 

his upstairs room….  He prayed three times a day, just as he had always done, giving thanks to his God.”  

When Daniel heard about this new half-baked rule, what does he do?  Appeal to the king?  Whine?  Cry?  Organize 

a protest march?  Call his friends on his cell phone?  

No, not Daniel.  No hoopla.  No fuss.  He just went home and did what he always did - pray - asking God for 

help.  When life became difficult, when life felt out of control, Daniel went to the One who is in control.  God. 

Of course, it didn’t seem like that right away.  Daniel’s enemies set up a stake-out at his place and they catch 

Daniel in the act of praying to God - not just once, but three times a day.  So enemies go running to the king as 

fast as their little legs can carry them to tell him about Daniel.  

The Bible says the king was angry - but the word is more like distressed.  He’s upset because the Medes and 

Persians had a rule that no law could be changed once it’s signed.  So, even though the king loved Daniel, he has 

to follow what he has signed into law and enforce it by putting Daniel in the lions’ den.  The king himself escorts 

Daniel to the den and says, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!” 

Daniel is left with the lions, and the king is left with his own demons.  The Bible tells us the King couldn’t sleep 

or rest, because he was so upset.  We all know what that’s like - when you can’t sleep because you are so deeply 

worried or troubled.  It seemed like Daniel was in an impossible situation - where no human person could help 

him.  

I’m sure that some of you here today feel like you are facing some impossible personal situations.  You may even 

feel on the verge of giving up.  Some of you are facing financial lions.  Some of you are facing relationship lions 

- perhaps a spouse who has caused you emotional damage, or you may feel deeply concerned about your children 

or grandchildren.  For some of you it’s a health lion - your knees are shaking from the roars coming from doctor 

reports and medical test results.  We all face lions of some kind.  

In our scripture passage, we’re told that the king ran to the lions’ den first thing in the morning to see if Daniel 

was still alive.  He called out to see if Daniel was all right.  Daniel called back:  “O King, live forever.  My God 

sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions.  They have not hurt me…”  

Note that Daniel was talking to the king while he was still in the den of lions!  The lions were still all around 

him.  If you had been there and the king had come with a rope ladder under his arm, don’t you think you would 

probably have climbed out first and then had a conversation later?  But the king and Daniel talked back and forth, 



like they were meeting on a street corner somewhere!  Daniel had no fear, because he had seen the angel of God 

come and shut the lions’ mouths.  

We don’t know what exactly happened in the den.  All we’re told is that the lions’ mouths were shut.  That must 

mean they had been open - but now they were as tame as kittens.  (Quote from Dwight Moody)  Whatever 

happened, Daniel personally experienced the all-powerful hand of God. 

I think the Lord gets great pleasure in taking the most difficult situations in life—those that seem humanly 

impossible to us - and using them to increase our faith.  Now, please don’t misunderstand me.  I don’t mean for 

an instant that God sends these impossible situations to us.  They come all by themselves.  It’s called Life!  But 

it sure is a wonderful opportunity for God to get our attention - to remind us that we need to trust in his power 

and love.  

But let’s face it - most of us don’t trust God like Daniel did.  We are often terrified by the situations we find 

ourselves in.  Our faith in God sometimes seems very weak.  So how do we have Daniel’s faith?  How do we face 

a pack of ravenous lions and still trust in God?  

It’s been said that God’s prescription for the increase of faith is, “Know me better and you will trust me 

more.”  That’s how Daniel had faith for his moment in the lions’ den.  He had spent almost 80 years of his life 

getting to know God.  We saw in the scripture that Daniel set aside regular times each day to spend with God in 

prayer.  Daniel cultivated his relationship with God so that when the ultimate test of his life came, his faith in 

God was up to it. 

Having great faith is not some mystical, magical thing.  It comes by simply cultivating a vital, authentic 

relationship with God in your daily life.  That’s how the lions are stopped. 

Daniel didn’t know what he would experience in the lions’ den, but he knew that God would be with him.  He 

put his trust in God. 

I’ll close with a brief story about a grandfather walking home with his grandson.  He asked the little boy, “How 

far do you think we are from home?”  The little boy said, “Grandpa, I don’t know.”  The grandfather asked, “Well, 

maybe you can tell me where we are.”  Again the boy said, “I don’t know.”  Then the grandfather chuckled and 

said, “Sounds to me as if you are lost.”  The young boy looked up at his grandfather and said, “I can’t be lost.  I’m 

with you.” 

That’s why we come to the table this morning.  We remember that God is the answer to all that worries or threatens 

us.  We are never lost.  We are always safe - safe in the truest sense of the word - when we are with God.  When 

you partake of the elements, renew your faith and dare to be a Daniel! 
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