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Let’s take a moment to go down the path of TV Memory Land!  We all know that some TV shows—long ago 

and now—last a long time, season after season.  If it’s a show we enjoy, that’s a good thing because we become 

attached to some characters, situations, story lines, whatever. 

One that comes to mind immediately for me is MASH.  (I hate to admit it, but Richard and I still watch some of 

the reruns on METV!)  That particular show, in my opinion, gave us lots of humor and also showed us moral 

values like unselfishness, friendship, and loyalty. 

There have been other long-lasting shows over the years that were also quite wholesome and even made us take 

a closer look at ourselves and relationships. 

There’s another show, however, that I’m sure most of us remember.  Maybe you liked it—maybe you didn’t—no 

judgement here—just one that was not at the top of my “hit parade,” so to speak.  The show I’m thinking of is 

“Sex and the City.”  

Whether we liked it or watched it or not, the show was really about four New York City girls looking for the 

perfect man.  Along the many adventures and misadventures of the girls, we got to meet all kinds of men—like 

boyfriends who dumped them for younger girls, alcoholic boyfriends, mean boyfriends, rich-but-old-enough-to-

be-your-grandfather boyfriends, unemployed boyfriends, and secretly married boyfriends. The HBO television 

series asked the universal question that every single woman the world over seems to asks: "Is the perfect man out 

there?" The wide-range of answers go from bitter to profane to humorous. 

I googled this idea of the perfect man the other day, and came up with the online-dating site called iDreamofU, 

which allows you to build your dream guy—facial shape, eye color, hair color, hair style, the works.  According 

to them, once you have all the features you want, it will match you with a real, live individual in their database 

who looks like the dream boyfriend you’ve created on your computer.  I didn’t have time to try it out, but I 

sincerely doubt the accuracy.  In fact, it sounds creepy! One reviewer of the site said she got a picture that looked 

like the mug shot of a serial killer. (Maybe she should revise her preferences!) Her conclusion was that even if 

you came up with a gorgeous face, what did it matter without the right personality, a brain or a sense of 

humor?  Obviously, nothing. 

A quick cruise of other similar Web sites supports the notion that the perfect man remains elusive—but 

desperately desired. 

According to a site called iVillage, Mr. Perfect's top 10 qualities are: honesty, kindness, sense of humor, 

thoughtfulness, sensitivity, passion, ambition, good looks, a feminine side and financial stability.  

So let’s make sure we understand. Think about those qualities.  The perfect man oozes manliness while embracing 

his soft side. He's athletic and trim, but appreciates women who aren't. He adores your mother. He finds the fact 

that you cut your toenails in the living room adorable.  

Where is this embodiment of fantasy? Where is this Pillar of Perfection? 

Which brings me to this question:  

Question: The perfect man, the perfect woman, the tooth fairy and Santa Claus are all in a car accident. Who 

survives?  

Answer: The perfect woman. The other three don't exist. 

(Sorry.  I couldn’t help myself!) 



Let’s face it, we think no human is perfect.  Perfection is fiction. 

The perfect person exists only in our dreams. That's the conventional wisdom. However, King David in the Bible 

defies conventional wisdom. Granted, looking at David’s actions in our Scripture passage this morning, it doesn't 

look good for David. We just read the account of the horrible things David did.  So no, it would definitely be hard 

to put David in a “Perfect Person” category! 

If you remember, David spied the lovely, naked Bathsheba taking a bath and decided to invite her up to the palace 

for a dangerous liaison, even though she was already married to a noble soldier named Uriah. I need to point 

out—this is NOT the story about a femme fatal (as she is sometimes portrayed) like a Mae West attempting to 

climb the social ladder wrong by wrong. There is nothing in the text to suggest that Bathsheba was a willing 

participant.  The Hebrew words of the text say she was “summoned” by the king, and "taken" by the king. When 

it was discovered shortly thereafter that Bathsheba was with child - and there was no way Uriah could be the 

father - David plotted to have Uriah killed in battle. Uriah died, and we now pick up the story with a grieving 

Bathsheba who quickly becomes the latest in a succession of royal wives. 

Everywhere we read about David in 1 and 2 Samuel, David was a hunk.  When we first met young David, the 

writer of I Samuel says "He was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome." (I Samuel 16:12).  Men and 

women alike could not keep their eyes off him. He charmed the king. He charmed the king's son. He even charmed 

the king's servants, as they drooled over the way he strummed his harp. One writer said, “Women shook more 

than their tambourines at the mere mention of his name.” He exuded testosterone. He killed a giant, for Pete’s 

sake! What more can we say?  

He handled himself with grace, yet spoke with an aura of authority.  He wrote poetry and sang songs, yet he was 

still a “He-Man”—a great warrior.  To the world, David seemed to be the perfect man. 

Perfect, that is, until he met up with Nathan, the prophet charged with the task of holding him accountable for his 

actions. Nathan threw together an ancient form of what we would call an intervention. With a parable and a 

pointed finger, Nathan cashed David's reality check: David was quite far from being the perfect man. In truth, he 

was the selfish man. The greedy man. The heinous murdering man. The man who deserved death.  

"You are the man!" Nathan thundered. He didn't mean, "You da man!" as our kids sometimes say.  He meant, 

"You - are - the - man!"  The adulterous murderer.  Mr. Perfect was a sexual predator - a sinister, murdering, 

ungrateful major disgrace. Even if all the world still admired him, the God who gave him his life knew the bitter 

truth. David was utterly tainted. And the penalties against him would be severe.  

According to the Bible, his child with Bathsheba would die. David's family life would look like an episode of Sex 

and the City gone mad: rebellious children, a daughter raped by her brother, one son killed by his half-brother, 

and other sons attempting to overthrow and even kill their father.  

But at this point in the saga, however, we are able to get the true measure of the man. In the thick of this immoral 

mess, David begins to pick up the pieces. 

First, he acknowledged his sin. Then he confessed it. Then he accepted the consequences. If truth be told, that is 

the right—perhaps perfect—behavior.  

You might protest that all this talk about perfection is slightly disingenuous. No one is or can be perfect. Only 

one person was perfect, and that was Jesus Christ. That’s true, but Jesus himself said this:  "Be perfect, therefore, 

as your heavenly Father is perfect." (Matthew 5:48).       

Wow!  Now it sounds like something we should at least attempt!  So perfection is a valid topic for discussion 

after all! 



If human beings are capable of achieving some measure of perfection, David was someone who, in his darkest 

hour, found it.  

For sure, moral perfection in an absolute sense is not possible for any human being—not David—not us. But 

Scripture provides a clue about Jesus' puzzling statement. (“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 

perfect.”)  So what was Jesus actually talking about?     

Bear with me and follow this line of thought: The Greek word Jesus used for “perfect” (teleios), suggests reaching 

an end or design. Completion. Maturity. A word with a similar meaning appears in Matthew 4:21 where the 

disciples are still fishermen and mending their fishing nets. The disciples’ nets are so torn and ripped, they can 

no longer function to catch fish—what they were designed for.  

I think this can help us figure out the meaning of Jesus’ phrase a little better.  You see, I believe God has a creative 

intention for each one of us, and to the extent that we try to achieve that intention, we can be the Perfect Man or 

the Perfect Woman or the Perfect Person God desires us to be. We move into maturity as we try to live out God’s 

will in our lives. 

But unfortunately, we can’t have maturity—spiritual maturity—without God’s help. 

Like the disciple’s fishing nets, David's life was ripped and torn to shreds. Only in his confession, repentance and 

acceptance of responsibility was he able to experience a life-changing moment that moved him back into God’s 

orbit. 

You know, it takes a lot of maturity to acknowledge the truth about our lives, to confess our sins, to turn from 

that sin and to live as God created us to live.  

When Nathan said, "You are the man," David had two choices—either throw Nathan out and deny everything or 

have a mature moment and admit his failings. 

Fortunately, he had the mature moment. But unfortunately, that mature moment didn't come without crisis 

intervention. He needed someone to point a finger right at him.  

No doubt about it—to be a spiritually mature man or woman, we need God.  Without God, we will continue to 

act in our own interests, to act like humans, which we know does not usually work out very well on our own.  

In the end, with his confession, David behaved like a man of God.  Scholars believe that Psalm 51 was his prayer 

of confession.  I hope you’ll take the time to read it, but here are a couple of phrases from that Psalm.  “Blot out 

my transgressions…. Wash me thoroughly….  Cleanse me.”  And then most important—moving forward with 

God:  “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.”  

Too bad that it came too late for David to avoid the awful consequences.  

I think we all know that sins always have consequences. But there is a word of hope in all of this—a word of hope 

for David and a word of hope for us—and that’s the beautiful word repentance.    

It takes a mature Christian—a perfected person with God’s help—who can look honestly at their hearts, realize 

that there are consequences, but that there can be life when we come clean to God and look in a new direction for 

new life. 

That’s what we need most of all. 

You know, I’ve had people hear this story of David and look at me incredulously.  They ask, “You mean that’s 

all it took? David broke just about every Commandment, and he went back to being in God’s good graces?  Just 

say, ‘I’m sorry’ with this new maturity and everything is OK?  Does it really work like that for everyone?  Or 

only God’s favorites?  Doesn’t God demand more than that—from everyone?" 



I’ll be honest here.  There are demands.  If you ask the question, does God expect much?  The answer 

is:  Yes!  Our best! 

But you see, God couches all God’s expectations with two important companions:  Forgiveness and Acceptance. 

I love what Paul wrote about this in the New Testament:  “While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us.”  (Romans 5:8). 

When did Jesus die for us?  When we reached perfection?  No. 

When we overcame all temptation?  Hardly. 

When we mastered the Christian walk?  Not at all. 

Jesus died when we were still sinners.  That means it doesn’t depend on our performance. 

Let face it:  We all mess up.  But God’s love has no strings, no expectations, no hidden agendas.  God says, “I 

love you even if you let me down.  I love you in spite of your failures.” 

This is what I love most about David’s story:  We find out we’re not hopeless cases! 

God brings us forgiveness and tenderness, just as he did to David. 

One of my favorite writers, Max Lucado, put it this way in one sentence: “tumble off the tightrope of what our 

Master expects and you land safely in his net of tolerance and love.”  What a gift! 

So not we aren’t perfect—not by a long-shot.  But by God’s grace we can build a more mature, better, forgiven 

person each and every day. 

 

Prayer List:   Virginia, Jim, George, Betty, Beverly, Peggy, Dottie, Jack, Paul, Jennifer, Fred, 

Barbara, Judy, Donna, Renee, Marie, Maria, Alfie, Diana, Clair, Scott, Coreen, Doug, Dorrie, 

Monica, Larry, Charlene, Chris, Nancy, Shannon, Mike, David, Charley, John, Michele, Marlise, 

Bart and Donna. 

 

 


