
Introduction to Isaiah 7  by Reverend Victoria Ney  12.6.20 

  

       Our Scripture this morning comes from the book of the Prophet Isaiah.  Through Isaiah, God was trying to 

guide young king Ahaz.  

Let me put some context to this Scripture passage. This takes place about 700 years before Jesus is born.  Ahaz 

was a great-great … grandson of the great King David.  Ahaz was crowned when he was only 20 years old. 

The little kingdom of Judah was surrounded by large, menacing countries—Aram, Assyria, and Moab—all of 

which threaten to conquer Judah, because they knew how weak Ahaz’s country had become. 

        Ahaz is a kid, but he thinks he has it all figured out.  But he doesn’t. 

So hear how much trouble Ahaz is in and how God wants to help him. 

Listen for God’s Word to you this morning. 

  

  

  

  

  

Stop, Drop, Cover, and Roll!     Text:  Isaiah 7:10-16  by Reverend Victoria Ney 12/6/20 

  

A minister named Pastor Alice had planned what she thought would be an excellent children’s message for the 

Second Sunday of Advent. 

Using today’s text, she intended to illustrate for the children (and the rest of the congregation) the vital importance 

of paying attention to signs of the coming of the Christ Child.  Her key verse was Isaiah 7:14:  “Therefore, the 

Lord himself will give you a sign.”  So she carefully constructed a “stop” sign, using red construction paper, a 

white marker, and a wooden dowel.  

When the children gathered around her at the front of the church, Pastor Alice held up the sign and asked, “What 

is this?”  Even the youngest of the children knew the answer:  “It’s sa top sign!”       

Pastor Alice thought to herself, “Oh, yes, this is going exactly according to plan.” 

So she continued, “In your school, the teacher always tells you what comes next after a stop, right?”  

Well, unfortunately this is where the problem began.  

Pastor Alice’s carefully planned message was based on the expectation that the children’s response would be 

“Stop, look and listen.”  

Unfortunately, the children must have just gone through “Fire Prevention Week” or their teacher taught them 

about fire safety, and they all shouted at once, “Stop, drop, cover, and roll!”  

Pastor Alice was completely flustered as to what to do next, so she did what most ministers do, she said, “Let us 

pray.”  And the children’s message ended right there! 



The point here is that we don’t always get what we expect—or even want—from our carefully constructed plans, 

not for ourselves or for anyone. And certainly not with what’s going on in the world with the pandemic!  We are 

not always in control.  But God is. 

 Life is NOT about what WE want and desire, rather it is about what GOD wants and promises.  

Maybe you have heard one of these statements in the past:  “The best laid plans of mice and men often go astray” 

or “If you want to make God laugh, tell God your future plans.”  

That certainly was Pastor Alice’s experience that Sunday in Advent. 

In our scripture lesson this morning, King Ahaz had his own plans all figured out and didn’t even want to ask 

God for help with any of it.  He was done. 

Ahaz thought that military alliances were better than anything God could figure out.  But God persisted.  God 

invited Ahaz to “ask me for a sign.”  God said, “Ask of the Lord your God; let it be as deep as Sheol or high as 

heaven.”   

God is saying: “Ask me anything, difficult—-easy—whatever.  I’ll send you a sign. I want to prove to you that I 

know what I’m talking about.” 

But, you see, Ahaz thought he was in control.  He couldn’t be bothered to ask God for anything.   He replied, “I 

will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test” (Is. 7:12).  

Wow!  Ahaz sounds very pious—very religious here, doesn’t he?  

But God is offering a sign, and Ahaz is turning it down!  What? 

I don’t know about you, but when I’m trying to make a decision or wanting to do something new, I’d love to have 

a sign from God!  If God offered that sign to me I’d probably shout, “Thank you, God!” 

True story:  Many years ago Richard and I were living in Philadelphia, and he was offered a position with 

Suburban Propane in North Jersey.  It meant a lot of changes, selling and buying a house and moving my boys to 

new schools.  We didn’t know if he should accept the job or not.  

One day, as he was stopped at a red light, a Suburban Propane truck crossed the through-street right in front of 

his car.  We took that as a sign from God, and he accepted the job. 

We wanted a sign.  Don’t most of us want that? 

But not our King Ahaz in Scripture.  Ahaz didn’t WANT to hear from God at all.  

I’ve actually heard people say things like, “Oh, I don’t want to bother God with my problems” or “God has more 

important things to do than worry about me or these small issues.” 

Wrong!  God wants to hear from us about everything!  The truth of the matter is that people sometimes don’t 

want to hear from God at all.  They don’t want to communicate with God.  They’d rather do it their way.  

So back to Ahaz and his country of Judah. 

The country had become weak because of political infighting, religious turmoil, and social injustice.  The country 

was a mess!  (Sound familiar?) 

Huge and powerful Assyria was a clear and present danger to the entire region.  Wars and rumors of war were a 

daily part of life.  

In the verse before today’s lesson begins, the Lord warned Ahaz, 



“If you do not stand firm in your faith, you shall not stand at all” (9th verse). 

But rather than choose to stand on faith, Ahaz chose to stand on the quicksand of his own plans and efforts 

and do exactly what he wanted to do. 

God even promises Ahaz that those countries “shall not stand, and it shall not come to pass.”  In other words—

“those countries cannot win over you. It won’t happen.” 

But Ahaz just wasn’t able to give up control.  He stood firm in his faith, all right—faith in himself and his own 

need to be in control of events.  

So what does Ahaz do?  As soon as the meeting with God and Isaiah is over, Ahaz runs to the Assyrian 

Ambassador and pays enormous protection money to Assyria (actually gold and silver that he took from God’s 

Temple) and tells the Assyrians that they may have supremacy over Judah.  In essence, he was giving his country 

away and setting himself up to be a puppet of the Assyrian king.  (Not exactly standing firm in his faith in God 

and appreciating the gift God gave him to be king.) 

No wonder Isaiah urged Ahaz to listen to the Lord.  God wanted to reassure Ahaz.  God said to him, “I’m here 

with you!” 

Poor wimpy, wishy-washy Ahaz, the shrewd deal maker.  He practically sold his own soul trying to do things his 

way—and ultimately lost everything. 

I think Ahaz may have had a sign on his bathroom mirror that said:  “Warning!  Objects in the mirror are dumber 

than they first appear.” 

Ahaz was one of the biggest dummies of all time! 

Perhaps you know people like Ahaz.  The truth is we all need to work on recognizing and responding faithfully 

to God’s guidance.  

Despite Ahaz’s stubborn refusal, God persists and gives him a sign anyway—a sign that, in this season of Advent, 

we can all affirm and celebrate.  Verse 14 said, “Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 

woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.” 

Now, that’s a sign that can’t be ignored.  That’s a sign for each of us. 

 Immanuel … God is with us now.  That is God’s Advent promise to us.  

 Christ has come! Christ is coming.  Christ will come again. 

God has a plan—his “Immanuel plan.”  God is in control—not Ahaz. Not any nation.  Not us.  God’s plan of 

salvation didn’t depend on stubborn Ahaz.  God’s plan of salvation doesn’t even depend on us.  

God’s “Immanuel plan” is to be WITH us and FOR us—forever—no matter what! 

Sometimes it’s hard to recognize God’s presence with us, especially right now when the world seems out of 

control, when we feel afraid in this pandemic, when we can’t do things we’ve always done, when we hear 

international news, when drug addiction seems to be running rampant—or just trying to make sense of our own 

family situations or medical issues.                                                                               

For God’s people during the reign of Ahaz, it was a time of uncertainty, confusion, anger and fear.  It is for us, 

too! 

During this Second Week of Advent, the signs of the season can bring us closer to God if we allow them to. 

Advent draws our attention to baby Jesus, the promised Immanuel, about to be born into a troubled and strife-

torn world.  God’s Advent is God’s promised presence —God IS WITH US. 



World events and personal crises are daily reminders that we are not in control.  Our best-laid plans and 

expectations may never come to pass. 

However, God’s plan—God’s Immanuel plan—is sure and certain.  

God surprised Pastor Alice with “Stop, drop, cover, and roll.”  As I close, let me tell you what these four words 

can mean for us this year. 

 STOP   Stop all the fear and pre-occupation with doom and gloom and your own plans.  Just stop it—even 

if it’s only for 10 minutes a day. 

Calm yourself and quote a Bible verse—something like this verse from Psalm 3:  “Be still and know that I am 

God.” 

 DROP   Drop to your knees at the foot of the manger.  Remember that God IS with us.  

 COVER   Cover your very souls with the “security blanket” of God’s forever loving presence.  Wrap 

yourself in God’s love and safety.  

No matter what is going on in your life, feel the warmth and security.            

And finally … 

  ROLL   Roll with joy and thanksgiving that God is still in control—in the world and in your life.  

Roll with the contagious enthusiasm of what God has done for you.  And YES, count your blessings.   

When you partake of the communion elements today, count it a huge blessing that God is renewing you, restoring 

you and sustaining you every moment.  We will get through 2020 and beyond. 

Remember, Christ has come!  Christ is coming!  Christ will come again!  

Now that’s a plan and a promise.  Amen. 

 


