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Before I begin the actual sermon today, I need to start with an apology. 

I’m sorry - I HAVE to tell you a couple of silly Noah jokes.  I can’t help myself! 

  

Q.  What did Noah say as he was loading the ark? 

A.  Now I “herd” everything. 

  

Q.  What animal could Noah not trust? 

A.  The cheetah. 

  

Q.  What kind of lights did Noah have on the ark? 

A.  Flood lights. 

  

Q.  Where did Noah keep the bees? 

A.  In the ark hives. 

  

And the last one:   (Trustees, please listen carefully!) 

Q.  Who was the best financier in the Bible? 

A.  Noah.  He floated his stock while the whole world was in liquidation.  

  

Our sermon today is obviously on the familiar story of Noah and the flood.  I’m guessing that most of us first 

heard this story of Noah and the ark in Sunday School as a child.  But church isn’t the only place you hear it.  It’s 

kind of a cultural phenomenon.  If you ask someone on the street if they know who Noah was, whether they come 

from a church background or not, they could probably tell you some of the highlights of the story - or at least that 

there’s an ark and animals and water!  

Some of their information may have come from Hollywood.  Eight years ago, in 2011, the movie “Evan 

Almighty” was released.  And then in 2014 the Russell Crowe version - a rather darker version - came out.  I have 

to say, I enjoyed the Evan Almighty movie more.  It was a cute movie because it added in some subtleties, such 

as Evan’s wife’s name is Joan (Joan of Ark!) and God appears in one scene as a waiter in a restaurant with the 

name tag “Al Mighty.”)  Still, whether or not you saw the movies, the Noah story is a familiar narrative.  

We all know that God tells Noah to build an ark for himself and his family - large enough to bring into it every 

kind of animal.  The dimensions of the ark in the Bible, however, are not so easy to decipher for us 21st Century 

readers.  I’ve never really known how long a cubit is!  So I had to look it up.  In modern day terms the ark was 

437 feet long (about 1½ football fields) by 73 feet wide (almost 1/3 of a football field wide) by 44 feet in height 

(close to four stories high).  That’s big!  No wonder Noah took over 100 years to build it!  



At the end of the hundred years, God brings two of every kind of animal to the ark for Noah and his family to 

care for.  God then causes the heavens to start raining for 40 days and 40 nights.  According to scripture, it isn’t 

just the heavens that open for the rain, but the gates of the earth opened up, and water gushed up from the deep 

recesses of the planet.  The rain came down and the floods came up—sort of like the old Sunday School song. 

In our culture, this has become a children’s adventure tale.  Small wooden arks filled with a cargo of tiny carved 

or stuffed pairs of interesting animals - giraffes, elephants, zebras - are common holiday gifts.  Wall hangings and 

murals depicting doves, rainbows, and smiling people in a floating zoo are displayed on nursery walls and 

religious school classrooms.  We sing playful tunes in which “floody floody” rhymes with “muddy muddy.”  All 

our picture books and toys portray the hopeful happy ending of the story.  

I have to tell you that when I heard this story as a little girl, I was totally frightened.  I remember my Sunday 

School teacher graphically describing the people who once made fun of Noah (for building a boat in the desert), 

panicking in the rising water.  The ark suddenly was no joke to them.  The only problem was, God had shut and 

locked the door. Not a happy picture, to say the least. 

As a little girl, to picture that made it seem like a heartless, hopeless story. And I suspect that even now, we, as 

adults, avert our mind’s eye from that particular image and its moral significance. 

Yet, according to Genesis, these are not innocent victims trapped in a natural disaster.  The Bible explains that 

the entire civilization was corrupt and violent—in only about 8-10 generations after Adam.  Noah and his family 

were the only decent people left.  We’re not told the exact nature of the crimes of this society, but God’s 

instructions to Noah after the flood perhaps give us some clues.  God tells Noah not to eat animals while they are 

still alive and not to murder other people (Gen. 9:4-6).  I am willing to accept that this was a really evil culture - 

so evil that God felt obliged to make some major adjustments. 

Did you know that the story of Noah is not the only, or first, flood story in history?  In fact, there are over 200 

different flood stories from around the world - from Babylon, Greece, Egypt, Syria, Ireland, China, Australia, and 

our own native American Indians,  They all had stories of a huge flood and some kind of vessel - long before the 

Bible was ever compiled.  If nothing else, it gives you a moment’s pause and makes you go, “Hmm.  How could 

this be?”  

For those of us who are practical, knowing about these other stories may tell us that the flood was not necessarily 

world-wide at any particular time (or maybe it was!) - but certainly a completely devastating flood in a known 

area causing death and destruction. These kinds of regional calamities are not unknown to us.  We know this 

happened just last week when Hurricane Dorian hit the Bahamas and North Carolina - but thankfully spared so 

much else. 

What is particularly interesting to me about our biblical story from Hebrew literature, is that it is the only one 

which tells us about a man – Noah - who was righteous – good - and who found grace with a god.  But more than 

that, this story from our scripture gives us a picture of how the ancient Hebrews viewed our all-powerful God - 

that may be totally different from what we expect.  Let me tell you what I mean. 

First of all, the ancient Hebrews did not view this flood as an act of anger from God.  Nor was it capricious.  After 

all, people heard Noah predicting it for over 100 years and could have, perhaps, done something about their 

behavior.  But, more importantly, there is nothing in the text that points to a god who is so angry, who has a 

temper-tantrum, and just wipes everything out.  

The truth is, the text says that God is grieved – saddened - heart-broken - that God’s good creation had become 

so unlike what was originally planned.  God was grieved that people were acting towards each other in “inhuman” 

ways - that they were not caring for people and the creation that was so lovingly formed by God.  The ancient 

Hebrew people saw God not as an angry, hard-hearted judge, but as a sad, disappointed parent who knew 



something needed to be done to correct the awful situation.  It is a picture of a tortured relation between a grieved 

God and a resistant world.  It is a picture of a God who is not willing to destroy everything God lovingly and 

beautifully made. 

God deliberately formulated a plan to save a remnant of people and animals - not because God HAD to, (I believe 

God definitely could have started all over again if he wanted to) but God decided to save part of it purely out of 

love for this creation. 

After all is said and done, even though Noah and his family are faithful people, (showing us that faithfulness is 

possible in any kind of world) human beings don’t really change.  Noah’s family might have been a good starting 

place for humans to continue, but actually, after Noah’s family emerges from the ark, human beings don’t promise 

to be different.  And, as we know, all the terrors of the water have not changed the hearts and minds of people in 

all these thousands of years later.  In fact, if we put our hope for the future in human beings, we know in advance 

what the outcome will be.  

It is God who changes here in this story!  God changes God’s mind on how to deal with humans.  God knows the 

sorry state of human beings - even the really good ones - and resolves to stay with, endure with, and sustain the 

world - be with us come what may.  God promises to never again destroy the creation with a flood - and gives the 

rainbow as a sign forever of that promise.  

In fact, God is no longer in the punishment business.  The one-to-one connection of guilt and punishment is 

broken forever.  Hereafter, the ancient Hebrew theologians saw God in a different light.  Evil was definitely not 

eradicated from the earth.  But we are reassured that when the terrible things of nature and life happen, they are 

not met with anger or rejection by God.  God is now seen in the light of unqualified grace and love.  The “never 

again” words about destruction are paralleled in scripture with “I will never leave you or forsake you.” (Gen. 

28:15)  “When you walk through the waters I will be with you, and the floods will not overwhelm you.” (Is. 43:3)  

Never again.  God doesn’t give up on us.  God will never give up on us.  No matter what is going on in our lives 

- no matter what kind of flood waters seek to overwhelm us--God will not give up on us. 

Thank God our future does not depend on our loyalty or our responses.  Our future depends on God’s grace.  

I don’t mean to suggest here that God is now tolerant of human sin.  But God chooses to limit God’s own response 

to those behaviors.  God finds a new way of engaging evil.  In the stories following this account of Noah in the 

Bible, God will choose a family (Abraham and Sarah) to be a light to the nations and will formulate laws (given 

to Moses at Mt. Sinai) to restrain negative human tendencies and behavior.  

We human beings may put ourselves out of business on this planet by what we do, but not because God has so 

determined it or because the created order has failed.  God decides to open up his Divine Heart to the grief of 

disappointment in human behavior, and then decides to give himself to the world as the final answer to sin and 

death in Jesus Christ. 

That’s why we Christians have a Baptismal font in the church at all times.  We need to be constantly reminded 

that the water of baptism is as big a promise, if not more so, than the one God gave to Noah.  Not only are we 

given a “non-destruction pact”, we are given an “everlasting promise of life pact” as a full-fledged member of 

God’s own family.  When we’re baptized, God brings us through the waters to brand new life - life that sets us 

apart as special - life that calls us to live into our family relationship with God - caring for one another and creation 

and walking humbly with the God who gives himself in love for us. 

 

Prayer List:  Virginia, Jim, George, Betty, Beverly, Peggy, Dottie, Jack, Paul, Fred, Barbara, Doug, 

Larry, Charley, Michele, Marlise, Beth, Bart, Patricia, Allen and Donna. 



 


