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Dear Friend: 
 

It is no secret that at this time each year, our church calls attention to stewardship.  Somehow we 21st Century Christians 

have stewardship and budgets woven together.  But that should not be!  They are two different topics.  True stewardship 

emanates from praise.  I believe scripture teaches that God's people are good stewards when they bless the Lord – when 

they acknowledge that God is the source of our life, our strength, and all that we have, and rejoice that God has come to us 

in Jesus Christ.  Stewardship should only be looked at in the light of grateful, joyful response to God's continued blessings 

in our lives. 
 

For practical reasons, we begin to plan budgets for the new year in November.  The people involved in that process need to 

have an idea of what can reasonably be spent on our facilities, salaries, and programs that encourage our faith journeys.  The 

pledge cards give them an estimate of our offerings to plan accordingly. 
 

As your pastor, I'm more interested in moving from fund-raising to faith-raising.  I am more concerned in the growth of 

faith and walking closer with the Lord.  My focus is that we, as a congregation, are involved in being partners with God and 

part of God's work in this world.  When we actually experience the joy of generosity (and that means our time, talents, AND 

treasures), we can discover a whole new level of the meaning to Jesus' words, "Where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also" (Luke 12:34). 
 

During this stewardship season, I invite you to look inside yourselves and evaluate where God and God's work stands in 

your list of priorities.  I pray that you will be eager to re-invest and re-commit your time and talents, as well as treasure, to 

the work of Jesus Christ going on in our congregational family. 
 

I believe this congregation is a good investment!  Our church family is embracing more people in worship, our mission 

giving has surpassed other years, and we are serving more people in more ways.  We are continuing to build a future for 

this amazing historical church, because we are committed to those things that last – the Word of God, caring for each other, 

as well as those outside our doors, and living lives that follow the example of Jesus. 
 

God's generosity constantly surprises us.  Now is our chance to surprise ourselves with our own generosity, in sharing what 

God has given us! 
 

In Christ's service, 
 

Pastor Vicky 
 

Pastor Vicky 

 

PS.  We will be dedicating our pledges and commitment to our church family on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 24th.  

Please join us that day as we praise God for God's continued blessings 
 


