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Ninety-two years ago (in 1927) people with vision, people with a mission as disciples of Jesus Christ and with the 

help and guidance of the Holy Spirit, felt a need to provide a Christian Education program for their children and a 

gathering place for worship for themselves. With limited resources and options, they went to Margate City and 

asked to use space at Granville Ave School for time on Sunday morning to do this “start-up” church.  (By the way, 

Margate said yes—which, I think, speaks volumes for Margate—then and now.) 

Sunday School began for the children, and in March 1928, the first Sunday service was held at the school.  By 

November, they had a women’s auxiliary. (Well, now you know it’s going to succeed!) 

Within one year of the first service—in 1929—they incorporated as the Margate Community Church, an 

interdenominational church. 

These people were serious—and on fire.  By May 1929, they found a suitable building on the corner of Jasper and 

Ventnor Avenues and dedicated it as the church. 

As we all know, October 1929 was the beginning of the Great Depression.  But these dedicated folks pressed on in 

faith.  In 10 years the church mortgage was PAID IN FULL.  (Our records tell us they had a mortgage-burning 

ceremony at the church.) 

Maybe they had a plan in mind to find another plot of land immediately and build a church of their own design right 

away.  I don’t know.  But as we all know, the world turned in a horrible direction, and World War 2 and the war 

effort consumed the whole country. 

But the passion of those founders and the drive of the Holy Spirit didn’t let their dream die. By 1949, this church 

had a Building Committee formed, (so they must have purchased this property).  By 1952, the building fund was 

on the move—with Arthur Broll as the chairman.   Construction began, and in 1955, the cornerstone of this building 

was laid. 

Dedication of this magnificent building was held in 1956.  Our church home was complete. That was just 63 years 

ago. No small accomplishment given all the challenges along the way.  

Well, there’s our history.  So now give me a minute or two and let me bring in the termites here.  (And, no, we don’t 

have any, thank God!) 

I’m well aware that termites strike terror in the hearts of homeowners.  No one ever wants to hear those three 

dreaded words:  “You have termites!”  Termites are destructive.  They’re expensive—we pay large sums of money 

to have the critters exterminated.  And yet, these rotten little critters are among most successful insects on 

earth. They’re found everywhere in the world—except Antarctica. 

Yes, we can hate termites for what they do, but I think we have to respect them. 

Among all the creatures of the world, termites give us one of the best illustrations of what it means to be a “whole 

body” that “grows with growth that is from God.”  By eating dead plant material, they play an important ecological 

role by recycling wood and plant matter, especially in tropical regions—which is where we wish they’d stay! 

One big example of the growth of a termite community can be seen most clearly in Brazil, where termites have 

been building mounds for thousands of years.  Just recently discovered, this network of mounds is so large that it 

can be seen from outer space.  When combined, the termite mounds—numbering more than 200 million—could 

cover an area the size of Great Britain. 

We humans think we know how to build, and we have certainly have done some good work—The Great Wall of 

China, The Roman Colosseum, The Taj Mahal, The Golden Gate Bridge.  But a biologist says that the termite 

mounds of Brazil are the world’s most extensive bioengineering effort and are extremely old—up to 4000 years, 

similar to the ages of the pyramids.  



To date in Brazil, these 1/2” long pests have constructed millions of mounds, and each mound has been built to 

last. As members of the church, we also want to see this kind of growth and long-term impact.  

Maybe termites do have something to teach us! 

Well, for starters, termites are focused.  They keep the main thing, the main thing.  (Sounds a little like the founders 

of this church, doesn’t it?!) 

For termites, the main thing is the building of tunnels—so they can have a place to eat safely.  The mounds we see 

are actually garbage that is left behind as signs that the termites were there. 

For Christians, the main thing is to live in Jesus Christ, “rooted and built up in him and established in the faith.”  If 

we keep Jesus as the head of our body, we will avoid the many distractions that can pull us away from living in him 

and pursuing his ministry and mission. 

Living in Christ, we can let go of the past, because Christ “forgave our trespasses"—wiped all our slates clean. 

Living in Christ, we can grow in faith and understanding and pursue Christ’s work without discouragement or 

distraction.  

In his letter, Paul mentions a big distraction when people remind us of the past (“condemn you in matters of food 

and drink”).  Paul is actually centuries ahead of his time.  He just knew people in the church would try to pull us 

back to the past.  Do you know what the “Seven Deadly Words of the Church" are?  “We’ve never done it like that 

before!” 

Don’t live in the past.  See what the Spirit has up ahead for us!  Paul writes:  “Hold fast to Jesus Christ and live in 

him.”  Let the Spirit be your guide moving forward. 

If termites have been able to build 200 million mounds, all because they remained focused, imagine what we can 

do it we remain focused on Jesus, the head of the Christian body.  

So, yes, termites are focused.  But they are also self-organized. 

A writer for the New Yorker magazine says this: “Termites appear to do all this work without any centralized 

planning.  There are no architects, engineers or blueprints.  Indeed, the termite mound is not so much a building as 

a body, a self-regulating organic process that continuously reacts to its changing environment." 

Let’s face it, individual termites are not very intelligent, but put enough termites together in the right conditions, 

and they will build you a cathedral!  

Now granted, our founders needed architects, engineers, and blueprints to build this wonderful sanctuary and the 

rest of our facilities. 

But when we can practice self-organization like termites, we will succeed in all other areas.  And we do this best 

when we act like members of the body of Christ. 

Let me tell you what I mean. 

Paul wrote about this in a letter to the Corinthian Church.  He wrote about all the diverse gifts in a church 

body. Everyone has a different part—some are feet, some are hands, some are ears and some are eyes.  The foot 

doesn’t have the work of the hand and eyes don’t work like ears. 

If all were a single member, asks Paul, everyone having the same exact gifts and abilities, where would the body 

be?  What would become of it?  

The church is made up of many members, with many gifts and talents—but it is still one body.  With Christ as the 

head, the body of Christ is free to practice self-organization. 

And that’s what I see happening around here! 

People with different gifts do different jobs. (Often without being asked).  



For example, where would we be without coffee?  Do you know where the coffee comes from for fellowship 

hour? It doesn’t magically appear each Sunday or get brought in from some restaurant.  There’s a dedicated person 

named Skip Ritchie who gets in here early every Sunday morning and makes that coffee for us.  

Where does the pretty music come from?  There’s this dedicated group of people sitting right near me, and their 

director and organist who   practice and work on the music to inspire us and bring joy to our service. 

Our children have Betty Nathanson and her wonderful staff teaching them—bringing God’s love alive through 

stories and illustrations and crafts.  If you remember, bringing the children the Good News was primary to our 

founders for getting this church started. 

There are people who come to the office to answer phones, fold bulletins, prepare materials for home-bound 

members, and send out Spires. 

There’s the kitchen crew who show up to set things up and clean things up when an event is over.  (I’m sorry, you 

won’t find me in there.  I have no gifts in the kitchen!) 

We have ushers and greeters and counters.  

We’re blessed with wonderful trustees who manage the material things of the church so well. 

We’re fortunate to have terrific deacons caring for others, planning activities to bring us together, to reach out into 

the community, and to support those in need in the church and outside the church.  (Hence, our speaker this morning, 

Joe McDonough, to tell us who will be helped next week by our Deacon offering.) 

By the way, you don’t have to be on a committee or join a group here to be part of the body of this church.  Come 

to church, support the activities, and show up! 

Or better yet, pick up a phone and call someone you haven’t seen for a while.  You just might be God’s voice for 

them. 

You never know how important you can be as part of the body of Christ here at the Margate Community Church.  

If you haven’t heard me say this in the past, I’m pretty sure you’re going to hear it often in the future.  It’s actually 

one of my favorite analogies for church life together. 

This is a team sport. 

Yes, we need coaches, and some leaders and staff.  But there is no game if there is no team.  Nothing happens 

without the team!  We are all members of this team here at this beautiful Margate Community Church to do Christ’s 

work and carry on God’s mission of love and service. 

So let’s go TEAM MARGATE!  We have work to do! 

All hands on deck! 

Prayer List:   Virginia, Jim, George, Betty, Beverly, Peggy, Dottie, Jack, Paul, Jennifer, Fred, 

Barbara, Judy, Donna, Renee, Marie, Maria, Alfie, Diana, Clair, Scott, Coreen, Doug, Dorrie, 

Monica, Larry, Charlene, Chris, Nancy, Shannon, Mike, David, John and Michele. 

 


