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I don’t know about you, but every time I watch the news on TV, it scares me.  The news still seems 

to change by the hour—new announcements, new pronouncements, new predictions on this 

pandemic.  The litany of bad news could cause us to think that God is absent or unconcerned or 

impotent.  People cry, “Where is God?” when they feel surrounded by fear and despair. 

All of this made me think about Daniel in the Bible.  He lived twenty-five centuries ago, but he 

lived through a time that could rival or outdo what we’re seeing today.  Daniel lived through a war 

that killed thousands of people and flattened the entire city of Jerusalem.  Daniel survived only to 

be marched off to a foreign country as a captive.  It had to be a completely frightening time for 

him and so many others—fearing for your life every day (maybe every minute!), being ripped 

away from everything you had known and loved.  Everything changed.  Who could have blamed 

him if he had said, “Where is God?”  

But that’s why the book of Daniel was written.  If you think God has disappeared or doesn’t care 

what’s going on, think again.  The writer of Daniel wanted us to know that God is still in control 

and that God wants us to trust him with our lives.  

Daniel survived in Babylon and thrived.  Through it all, he learned how to place himself in God’s 

capable hands.  He learned to live his life close to God—being in constant communication with 

God—living life with prayer. 

You may remember a story you heard in Sunday School as a child—Daniel in the lion’s den.  I 

hope you’ll go to the book of Daniel and reacquaint yourself with the whole story.  But the bottom 

line is that Daniel ends up spending the night in a den of hungry ferocious lions.  

I think some of us feel as though we’re facing lions today—facing the impossible pandemic 

situation, isolation, fear and anxiety, shortage of food or basic necessities, unemployment, and the 

unknown. You may even feel on the verge of giving up. But when you do, try to remember 

Daniel.  Daniel had no fear because of his trust in God.  We don’t know what happened in the 

lions’ den that night, but Daniel was completely safe in the morning.     

Whatever happened, Daniel personally experienced the all-powerful hand of God. 

Let’s face it—most of us don’t trust God the way Daniel did.  We are often terrified by the 

situations we find ourselves in.  Our faith in God sometimes feels weak.  So how do we get 

Daniel’s faith?  How do we face a pack of ravenous lions and still trust in God?  

It’s been said that God’s prescription for the increase of faith is, “Know me better and you will 

trust me more.”  That’s how Daniel had faith for his moment in the lions’ den.  He had spent  his 

life getting to know God, so that when the ultimate test of his life came, his faith in God was up to 

it. 

Having great faith is not some mystical, magical thing.  It comes by simply cultivating a vital, 

authentic relationship with God in your daily life.  And talking with God regularly.  That’s how 

the lions are stopped. 

Daniel didn’t know what he would experience in the lions’ den, but he knew that God would be 

with him.  He put his trust in God. 

I’ll close with a brief story about a grandfather walking home with his grandson.  He asked the 

little boy, “How far do you think we are from home?”  The little boy said, “Grandpa, I don’t 



know.”  The grandfather asked, “Well, maybe you can tell me where we are.”  Again the boy said, 

“I don’t know.”  Then the grandfather chuckled and said, “Sounds to me as if you are lost.”  The 

young boy looked up at his grandfather and said, “I can’t be lost.  I’m with you.” 

Friends, we’re with God.  Remember that God is the answer to all that worries or threatens us.  We 

are never lost.  We are always safe—safe in the truest sense of the word—because God is with us. 

 

Will you pray with me? 

Gracious God, you are our refuge and strength, a very present help in times of trouble.  Be near to 

us in these unsettled times so that all may know your healing, hope and love. Dear Lord, as a 

community of believers here on earth, bound together by Your grace, inspire us to pray and awaken 

our faith to know the power of your peace.  Deliver us from our fear and ease our anxiety.  Heal 

the sick and put an end to this virus that plagues our planet. Help us to endure the time of 

uncertainty and give us strength to face the challenges ahead. Give us the assurance of your 

presence even in this time, so that we can cling to your promise of hope and life shown to us 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 


