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My grandchildren, Gabriel and Abigail, are 5 and 6 yrs. old.  When we were Face Timing a few days ago, they 

told me some silly Thanksgiving jokes.  So I thought I’d share them with you. 

“Why did the turkey cross the road?"   "He wanted people to think he was a chicken." 

"Why was the turkey put in jail?"     "The police suspected fowl play." 

"How come the turkey didn't eat dinner?"     "He was already stuffed." 

As we speed toward the day of Thanksgiving, I’ve heard some people say we don’t have much to smile about—

let alone be thankful.  Cases of the pandemic seem to be on the rise, the election never ends, and perhaps, like 

Richard and me, many people won’t be with family this year for the traditional dinner. 

So, my question for everyone is—Do you think of praising God only when things are going well, during times 

that feel full of blessings?  Or do you also praise God during challenging times such as the one we’re 

experiencing?  Let’s face it, it’s quite easy to be thankful when things are going well, but praise and thanks are 

appropriate during the bad times as well as the good ones. 

Scripture contains quite a few passages that remind us to be thankful.  I don’t believe they’re in the Bible 

because God’s ego needs to hear our words of thanks!  I think praise is actually good for us! 

When we praise God, it causes us to focus our attention on God.  Praise helps us recall God’s goodness to us in 

the past.  It enlarges our vision of God and helps us increase our faith.  It helps us to remember that God was 

with us in the past and will continue to be with us in the future. 

When the circumstances in our lives seem impossible or overwhelming, we have a choice to make:  We can 

blame others or become angry with God, or we can cry out to the One who is capable of turning unhappiness 

into joy. 

A few years ago, that well-known American theologian Oprah Winfrey (!) suggested that we should all write 

down three things that make us thankful each day.  Keep a journal of blessings.  (Not the same ones each day—

three different ones!) 

This isn’t a new concept.  A Christian hymn writer in the late 19th Century gave similar words of 

advice:  “When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed.  When you are discouraged thinking all is 

lost.  Count your blessings.  Name them one by one.  And it will surprise you what the Lord has done!” 

This Thanksgiving, no matter how you’re going to mark the day this crazy year, count your blessings. And truly 

give thanks for all that God has done for you and given you each and every day. 

 


