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I think one of the biggest problems with the Corona virus is that hospitals and nursing homes do not allow visitors 

for patients—whether they have the virus or not.  No visitor is allowed in.  When our dear church family member, 

Jan Heck, died last week, her loving husband Ken was not allowed to be with her.  When my mother-in-law died 

last spring in a nursing home in Galloway Township (not related to the virus), none of her three children who live 

in the area—my husband included—were permitted to stay with her or even say a last good-bye.  It just breaks 

your heart. 

This has been a trying time in many ways for all of us.  Since last spring, we’ve been through “stay at home” 

orders, no restaurants, no church, no sporting activities.  Of course, we can’t see ahead to the next few months to 

know what they’re going to be like, but I believe all of us have the same wish—we want to return to “normal”—

able to see our families, our friends, give hugs whenever we want, go wherever we want.  We want things to be 

like they used to be. 

Actually, most of the book of Isaiah in the Old Testament was written at a time when people wanted that same 

thing.  They wanted their old lives back.  Because of a war, they had been torn from their homes and taken to a 

strange new land.  They wanted to go home—to go back to the way things used to be.  They felt as though God 

had abandoned them completely.  In this strange land, the Hebrews recalled the glory of their past and the ways 

God always intervened on their behalf.  They longed to know and experience the presence of God again.  And so 

the prophet wrote these anguished words:  “O that you would tear open the heavens and come down.”  (Isaiah 

64:1). 

Had the people and the prophet forgotten that God loves to visit?  Our God is a visiting God.  The Bible is full of 

God’s visits!  Genesis begins with God not only bringing creation into being, but visiting the first humans in the 

Garden of Eden.  Even after disobeying God, when Adam and Eve hid in the Garden, God called out “Where are 

you?”  (Genesis 3:9).  God wanted to be with them.  

In later stories in the Old Testament, God visited Jacob (wrestling with him in the night), God visited Moses in 

the burning bush and elsewhere, stayed with the Hebrews day and night for forty years in the wilderness, visited 

the little boy Samuel, calling him by name.  It is in God’s nature to visit.  And this is still true! 

Sometime during Advent we always hear Matthew’s words, “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

they shall name him Emmanuel, which means, ‘God is with us.’”  (Matthew 1:23).  God visiting us—being with 

us—is the promise of Christmas.  God is with us. 

God is with us throughout shelter-in-place and any stay-at-home orders.  God is with us throughout 

quarantine.  God is with us throughout social distancing.  In fact, God is always close. 

Think of Mary and Joseph on that night long ago.  We may not know the details of this divine visitation, but it 

was a wonderful event in which the heavens were opened, and God himself, in the person of a small baby, paid 

humankind the most important visit of all.  Because of this, God continues to visit us today.  

My hope is that Advent will be a time when we not only prepare for the visit, but experience the fullness of God’s 

presence with us every single day. 

  

Will you pray with me? 

Loving Lord, we thank you for your first visit so long ago that we are getting ready to celebrate.  Thank you for 

staying with us, watching over us and our loved ones, caring for us, and protecting us. 

May your visit give us courage and strength to get through this difficult time and then truly find joy in the 

celebration of your birth this year. 

We pray in the name of the Christ child, our Lord Jesus.  Amen. 

 


