
What Does God Want Me to Do?   by Reverend Victoria Ney              9/15/19  

Text:  Beatitudes Matthew 5 and Micah 6:6-8 

 A little boy came home from Sunday School and told his father proudly, “Dad, I know what the Bible 

means.”  His father smiled and replied, “What do you mean, you ‘know’ what the Bible means?  People study for 

a lifetime to figure that out.”  The son replied, “I found out today in Sunday School!  I DO know!”   “Ok,” said 

his father.  “What does the Bible mean?  “It’s easy, Daddy…   It stands for Basic iinformation Before Leaving 

Earth.” 

You know that old saying – "out of the mouthS of babes?”  That really is a pretty good acronym for 

BIBLE.  “Basic Information Before Leaving Earth.”  The Bible really does contain our basic information for life 

in general.   In essence it’s our instruction manual and guide book par excellence. 

It’s obviously quite a long book.  It contains history and poetry and genealogy, but there are some places in it that 

give us some lists of “basic information.”  Our two scripture passages today are actually two of those lists.  Things 

like kindness are self-explanatory, but justice, humility, peacemaking, meekness, poverty of spirit all look like an 

odd collection of terms that aren’t always completely clear to most of us.  What does God want us to do? 

Remember those WWJD (What Would Jesus Do?) bracelets that were popular a couple of years ago?  You still 

see them around, but there was one problem:  It became passé fairly quickly.  I often wondered why.  Maybe it 

was because they didn’t demand that we DO anything.  They only asked us to THINK ABOUT what Jesus would 

have done.   Most people need more direction than that.  With the WWJD craze, people bought into the notion 

that “to know is to do.”  But it doesn’t work like that.  We may admire and love listening to a gifted musician 

play an instrument.  But our watching and listening will never enable us to play a note.  If we want to be a 

musician, only daily practice, daily exercise, daily drills will do it. 

A Christian Educator I know recently came back from an annual convention and reported that she saw a new, 

potentially more useful acronym:  WWJHMD.  “What Would Jesus Have Me Do?” 

Well, to tell you the truth, what God, or Jesus wants us to do takes some time and discipline.  Discipleship is not 

for the faint of heart.  There is no easy way out, no mega processor to just download our spirituality, no way of 

putting your hand on a Bible and by osmosis just get all the information.  Being a disciple involves time and 

practice. 

Did you ever take music lessons as a child?  Piano?  Trumpet?  Violin?  Some of you may know that I took piano 

lessons.  The thing I hated most was the scales.  I wanted to jump right in and try out some pretty pieces.  But Mr. 

Peck, my piano teacher, insisted I practice my scales and master my arpeggios before tackling a piece of 

music.  As much as I hate to admit it, Mr. Peck was right.  Once I had limbered up my fingers with those basic 

exercises, once I became adept at fingering, figured out chords and keys - which are the foundational things of all 

other musical skills and styles - then everything else, no matter how new and challenging, came easier. 

It’s really the same for us in our spiritual life.  In order for life to fall into place to live life more fully and joyfully, 

we need to practice the rudimentary things - things that are contained in the Beatitudes in Matthew and the passage 

in Micah.  In fact, Micah’s text has often been called the “Hebrew Beatitudes” of the Old Testament.  Like the 

ones in the Matthew, Micah offers a number of short statements that hold within them great truths and great 

challenges for human behavior.  

I think that the people in Micah’s day (7th Century BC) were not much different than us.  They were asking the 

same questions as people from our century.  What does God want me to do?  How do I please God?  



If we were answering that, what would we say?  Would we talk about how often we attend church, how much we 

give in the offering plate, how many of the Ten Commandments we’ve been able to keep, how we tried to be 

good people? 

You see, those were the questions Micah’s congregation asked him.  They wanted to know how many sacrifices 

they would have to make to please God.  Should we bow before God with offerings of baby calves? Should we 

offer God thousands of rams and ten thousand gallons of olive oil? Would that please the Lord? Should we 

sacrifice our firstborn children to pay for the sins of our souls? Would that make God glad?  What did God want 

them to do?  (I’m sure that their oldest children were hoping that Micah wouldn’t pick that third option—sacrifice 

the kids!) 

I wonder if Micah stood there that day thinking, “Hmmm, this might be a good time to ask for a raise.” Or maybe 

he was tempted to say “Put more in the offering plate, treat your prophets and ministers better and send me and 

the missus on a cruise.  That should just about do it.” 

Instead Micah looks at the people and says, “No, O people, the Lord has already told you what is good.”  

The people were hoping it was going to be something easy.  Make some offering.  Write a check.  Do something 

nice. 

Instead Micah tells them it isn’t really a matter of “doing” at all.  It’s a matter of “being.” Which I’m sure was a 

bit of a downer for them because “doing” is usually a lot easier than “being.” 

Micah has it boiled down to three things:   

1.  Do justly - do what is right. In most cases doing the right thing begins by not doing the wrong thing. Doing 

the right thing means loving one another, helping one another, and standing up for one another. 

2.  Love mercy - which obviously leans heavily on forgiving others, which can be difficult.  We have to remember 

that we’ve been forgiven for many things, so we need to do the same for others.  

3.  Walk humbly with God - realize that our relationship with God is a gift that we can’t possibly earn.  We need 

to realize it’s a gift and then humbly accept that great gift. 

Micah says, “You already know what to do.  Now do it.”  

Micah breaks it down for all of us.  Doing what God wants us to do - our purpose - is found in the larger purposes 

of God.  Jesus actually said that all of the Bible’s instructions can be broken down into two things:  Love God 

and love others as yourself.  What really matters is our relationship with God and our relationship with others.  

There’s a story I read about a first aid class during World War II in London.  People were attending a program to 

train volunteers in the skills of emergency first aid.  There was a fear, even in that country, that if a city were 

bombed, there would not be adequate medical care available for the people who were wounded.  

One lady in the class seemed to be constantly bored and detached from everything that was being taught.  It 

seemed as though she was there out of a sense of obligation, but really had no enthusiasm for learning the material. 

One day, this particular woman showed up to the class with new-found enthusiasm.  She could hardly contain 

herself as the told the others in the class the source of her newfound excitement for the course.  She said, “This 

class never meant much to me until yesterday.  Yesterday, I was sitting on my front porch, when there was a 

horrible automobile accident right in front of my house.  The cars not only smashed into each other head-on, but 

bodies were thrown from the cars.  There were so many people who were seriously injured.  I saw blood 

everywhere.  The scene was horrible!  It was so horrible, I almost fainted.  Then I remembered what I had learned 

in this class.  I put my head between my legs and I didn’t pass out!  



Obviously, the woman had missed the whole point of the class!  She was not supposed to learn first aid simply to 

take care of herself.  She was supposed to be equipped to take care of others.  

In a similar way, do we really know why we’re here this morning?  We aren’t here just to take up time and 

space.  We aren’t here just to make sure our ticket to heaven is stamped for today.  We’re not even here just to 

figure out how to calm the stresses and strains of our lives - although there is a certain component to that.  We’re 

actually here to strengthen our relationship with God and to be ready and able to meet the needs of others who 

suffer around us. 

Do you remember the question we all get asked when we’re about 5 years old?" - What do you want to be when 

you grow up?”  It’s a great question, but soon enough we all begin to turn BE into DO and get stuck cranking out 

life instead of creatively living into it.  We become human doings rather than human beings. 

I really like the prophet Micah.  He was a no-nonsense-type of guy.  Micah simply reminds the people - reminds 

us - of our purpose.  His people had been relying on their busyness, their ritual, their status as chosen people to 

make meaning of their lives.  Their offerings to God were simply the fruits of their frantic labor, much like those 

of us who believe that if we can just do enough, give enough, work enough….then our God, our boss, our families, 

our friends will finally be pleased with us.  

Micah’s words remind us that life can be simple if we’ll only be willing to make some hard choices - if we choose 

to love God and others and let the rest take care of itself.  

Let me close with two wonderful verses to take with you.  Psalm 25:4-5:  “Show me the path where I should walk, 

O Lord.  Point out the right road for me to follow. Lead me by your truth and teach me, for you are the God who 

saves me. All day long I put my hope in you.” 

Prayer List:  Virginia, Jim, George, Betty, Beverly, Peggy, Dottie, Jack, Paul, Fred, Barbara, 

Doug, Larry, Charley, Kay, Michele, Marlise, Beth, Bart, Patricia, Allen, Wendy and Nathan. 

 


