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As we begin the summer season, we’ll certainly be experiencing more sunshine and warmer temperatures, but we 
also know we’ll be experiencing more thunderstorms.  Last weekend, I believe one was predicted every day.  But 
depending on where you live, you may have escaped most of them.  I know we didn’t have any at all in Atlantic 
City.  Some of us really dread those bolts of lighting and loud thunderclaps.  Even some of our fur babies need 
extra reassurance in the storms! 
I remember one storm in particular that happened one night right after we moved into the manse at my last 
church.  We had only been there a day or two, not even fully unpacked, not even knowing my way around the 
house comfortably, when a big thunderstorm hit and plunged the whole house into darkness.  Fortunately, Richard 
found a flashlight, and he called me to come toward the light he was holding.  I reached out for him, and we 
walked together to the family room to wait for the electricity to come back. 
It seems to me that these last months feel like we live in a house plunged into darkness.  I was looking at some 
pictures on my iPhone the other day, and saw our family together for a couple of birthdays and pictures of Richard 
and me at different restaurants — all pre-pandemic!  Darkness came upon all of us so unexpectedly!  
When troubles like this (Well, not exactly like this.  This is unprecedented!), but when troubles happen like job 
loss, or other illness, relationship and family difficulties, or even the death of a love one comes upon us, we may 
feel like we’re in a dark maze.  Fear seizes us. 
Yet we, as Christians, know God offers us light.  We need to go toward God’s light and walk with 
God.  Sometimes we can’t even see well enough to realize how God is working out answers to our prayers.  When 
things don’t work out the way we expect, we may think God is not answering—or even listening.  
We need to trust — that little 5-letter word that is so easy to spell, but sometimes very difficult to do—trust in the 
everlasting love God has for each and every one of us—trust that God can work things out for good—somehow, 
someway. 
Christian author Stormie Omartian published a book a couple of years ago entitled Just Enough Light for the Step 
I’m On.  In it, Stormie leads people to walk in the light of the presence of Christ as they, step-by-step, seek to 
emerge from dark seasons.  She made this comment during an internet interview: “The greatest growth I’ve ever 
had in my life has been in the dark times, when I’ve had to trust God was there.  My choices were to try to make 
things happen on my own — which is usually a disaster, or to try to force something to happen—which never 
works, or to trust the Lord — to walk with Him and trust that He’s going to have everything that I need for that 
moment I’m in.” 

When we believe God is good no matter what happens, and that God has promised to never leave us or forsake 
us, we may truly find the peace that scripture speaks about.  
Remember, we don’t call God “Almighty” for nothing!  We were created by Him.  We belong to Him. We are 
precious to Him.  He is still in charge!  Scripture reassures us that nothing in this life or the next can ever separate 
us from God’s love (Romans 8:39).  
If we believe that somehow God can turn any situation around for good — even something as dangerous as this 
pandemic or the civil unrest and political upheaval that’s going on — and that we are taken care of no matter what 



— then we can walk toward the liberating light God provides for us.  God has that proverbial flashlight in this 
storm — walk toward it.  God has just enough light for the step we’re on. 
Then like the Psalmist, we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall, I 
fear?  The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”  (Psalm 27:1) 
  
Will you pray with me? 

Dear God, we don’t want to take one step without You.  We reach up for Your hand and ask that You will lead 
us in Your way.  Thank you that no matter where we are right now, even if we feel we have gotten off course, 
even if we feel afraid or lost in this moment, as we put our hands in Yours, You will make a path from where we 
are to where we need to be.  You will lead us. 
We remember that Your grace is all around us to protect us and lift us up.  Thank You that even if we become 
weak and stumble, you will help us to rise again and continue on.  And though we can’t see exactly where we’re 
going, we are certain that You can and will give us just enough light to enable us to get to where we need to 
be.  Thank You, Lord, that You are teaching us how to depend on You, for we know that it is there, that our 
greatest blessing lies. 
We pray in the strong name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 


