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What makes a meal special?  Perhaps it falls on a special date.  Maybe it’s the special china that’s brought out, or 

candles on the table, or a fancy floral centerpiece.  It could even be the food - turkey on Thanksgiving, ham on 

Easter (well, maybe not this year!), a birthday cake.  Or it could be the gathering of special family members or 

friends (not this year either!).  Perhaps it was about old traditions or maybe this year making new ones.  What 

makes a meal special? 

Tonight we observe Maundy Thursday. Maundy comes from a Latin word that means “command.”  We also call 

it Holy Thursday because it is a very holy and special night. 

We are here because of a very special meal.  It’s not made special by what we eat. No one will know or remember 

what bread or cracker you use tonight.  No one will know if you had real wine, or juice or even water.  And there 

are definitely no elaborate decorations.  This meal is special for another reason. 

We have been called together by God to reflect on God’s saving activity of the past and the saving activity through 

Christ for now and eternity.  And as we join in this special meal, we are given two special commands. 

You know, this is not the first meal to remember God’s saving work with His people.  In the Old Testament book 

of Exodus, we see the first Passover meal.  This special meal is still happening tonight – although, like us, not 

with the usual family and friends. 

The very first Passover meal (Seder) was held by the Jewish slaves in Egypt. 

God was calling them out and setting them apart to be his special people.  Remember, the Israelites who celebrated 

the first Passover were slaves. And so God’s covenant made “somebodies” out of “nobodies.”  God heard their 

cries of suffering, God saw their plight, God’s power and love brought the people to freedom. 

The same is true tonight for us - God hears, God sees, God’s power and love will bring us through this awful 

pandemic. 

But tonight we celebrate and remember our New Covenant with God in Christ Jesus.  This New Covenant is not 

one that destroys the Old Covenant - but fulfills it.  The Jews were chosen and rescued.  We are chosen and 

rescued - we are made God’s children - heirs in God’s own family. 

We, like the original Israelites, are “nobodies.”  But we are made “somebodies” by Christ’s death and 

resurrection.  Christ paid the price of our sins for us.  Jesus said this bread and cup are the New Covenant.  “Do 

this in remembrance of me.” 

We’ve also been given another special command - to love one another as God loves us.  You see, our relationship 

with God is not in isolation.  Just as God reached out to Israel with a command to be a blessing to the nations, 

through Christ, God tells us to be a blessing to others by loving one another as we are loved by God. 

We are a called people - called through a rich tradition of the past to proclaim Christ’s saving activity to a hurting 

world in the present and the future. 

What makes the meal special?  Not the food.  Not the setting.  But the fact that God has gathered us as God’s 

beloved children.  God has invited us to be here, no matter where we are right now.  We are united by the Holy 

Spirit to meet God here and to proclaim Christ’s love. 

Come, ye chosen of God, to the meal Jesus has prepared for you. 

 


