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It’s hard to find words today.  I imagine you’re feeling the same.  

Just when we thought things can’t get any worse, or we’d just started to take the baby steps to recovering, we 

saw a video on TV last Monday of a man being murdered by police.  And then this past weekend and the last 

few days happened.  Protests and then destruction.  

We’re scared — of a lot of things and the unknown.  It just feels like chaos all around us, doesn’t it?  But now is 

not the time to throw up our hands in despair.  Now is the time to get on our knees and pray.  We need to talk to 

God, because there is supernatural power available for anyone who seeks it.  

This past Sunday we celebrated Pentecost — the giving of the Spirit, the creation of the church.  You need to 

know that the Spirit is not confused or intimidated or overwhelmed by everything that’s going on.  The Spirit 

knows how to work in chaos.  In fact, the first time we find the Spirit in scripture is Genesis 1.  Right from the 

beginning the Spirit has been working with and for our planet.  The Bible says, God’s Spirit was hovering over 

the chaos.  

God can calm this planet.  God has done this before.   In the beginning, he turned chaos into beauty. 

You know the first view of our planet was anything but beautiful.  Earth is described in Genesis as chaos, 

darkness, empty, a void.  No pleasant sounds.  No colors. No animals or people.  Just a void.  

So the Spirit’s inaugural activity was hovering.  Later in Deuteronomy, the word chaos is used again with 

hovering.  Which says to me that God is always there in the chaos — even in the worst moments, God can work 

miracles.  God can make things right.  

God is often compared to an eagle in the Bible — soaring in the sky, covering her babies with her wings, 

stirring up her nest, taking care of her children.  When the momma eagle comes back to her nest, her babies are 

calmed.  Her presence calms her eaglets.  She calms the chaos. 

As I mentioned, in the beginning of the world, God’s Spirit hovered over the chaos.  But once the chaos was 

calmed, there could be creative activity.  The Bible tells us “Then God said, ‘Let there be light.,\’” 

You know, I believe God is just waiting for us to ask for his help. God can send the light again.  Now is the time 

for faith.  Trust God again and ask for help.  

Prayer is powerful. You’ve probably heard me use this example before, but it’s one of my favorites.  Christian 

writer Anne Lamont says that if people understood the power of prayer, they would wear crash helmets in 

church!  Friends, I believe that’s true. 

Paul gave us wonderful words about faith and prayer in 2 Corinthians.  He wrote:  “He has delivered us from 

such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again.  On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver 

us, as you help us by your prayers.” (2 Corinthians 1:10-11). 

They found help from prayers. 

Psalm 61 tells us, “When my heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the rock that is higher than I.”  

That “Rock” is ready to listen and act.  We can trust God no matter how things look and how long things 

take.  The pain inside us and right in front of us is nothing compared to the power of God that surrounds us.  



Will you pray with me? 

Loving God we turn to you now in prayer and give you all that alarms us.  Cover us with your protective love 

and hold our hands to guide us through these storms.  Help us to know we are not alone, to know we dwell in 

you and you in us, to know that the ascended Lord is with us always, and that your Spirit comes to guide and 

strengthen us.  Send your Spirit of healing and your Spirit of peace to the streets of our cities.  We pray for the 

leaders of cities, states and our country, that they may serve with integrity and justice.  We pray that all dis-

spirited people may discover your Spirit in their lives.  We bring before you all who feel down and distressed, 

those who feel invisible and marginalized, all who are weak and discouraged, O God.  We pray too for friends 

and loved ones who are struggling at this time, who are ill or weary.  Almighty God bring change to our country 

and us, and we shall be changed.  We pray in the strong name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

 


