
Palm Sunday    by Reverend Victoria Ney    4/5/20 
Good morning everyone.  
Thanks for joining me for our Palm Sunday celebration at the Margate Community Church.  
Remembering the words of the Psalmist: 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  (Psalm 118:24). 
Hosanna.  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.  (Matthew 21:9). 
Let’s pray together: 
Almighty God, we give thanks for Jesus who rode in triumph into Jerusalem. We praise you that he came as the 
conqueror, not of force and military might, but of love and peace. In the spirit of those who sang, "Hosanna to the 
Son of David" so long ago, we join that great chorus of those who confess Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of 
your name. Amen. 
I’m so glad you could be with us for Palm Sunday, because it really is an important day in the life of the 
church.  And even though we can’t be together in the sanctuary, we are together just the same.  
I believe Palm Sunday and the week ahead of us is all about promises.  
Promises that are kept.  
Just before Jesus and his disciples went into Jerusalem, Jesus sent his friends ahead to get a donkey.  
Let me read Mark’s account of this important day from the 11th Chapter.  (verses 1-11a).  
What was that about?  Was Jesus doing some extra tricks—like some super Kreskin?  
Or was he showing his friends how reliable he is?  
I believe he was showing them—and us—that his promises are true.  
Jesus had already told his disciples he would be killed and that he would be raised from the dead in three days.  
I’m sure you remember that old saying, “talk is cheap.”  It’s true.  You can say anything.  But can you deliver?  
Without evidence that what someone says is reliable, it’s hard to believe.  
That first Palm Sunday, we have the cheering crowds waving palm branches, clearing a path for Jesus, putting 
coats in the street for him to walk on, proclaiming Jesus king—shouting Hosanna—Save us!  
They love Jesus.  In their minds, Jesus is obviously going to help them get rid of the awful Roman occupation.  
But we all know that four days from now, Jesus will be arrested and condemned to death.  
This joyful crowd becomes his condemners when they shout, “Crucify him!”  
And then the soldiers do just that—they nail Jesus to an ugly cross.  
Torture, shame, suffering.  
In less than a week, Jesus’s friends move from triumph to tragedy.  
Jesus knew his friends’ heads would be spinning in this week to come.  
Our heads are spinning, too.  



Not from this story.  
We all know that in two or three short weeks our lives have been turned upside down.  
“Shelter in place” is the phrase of the day.  Basically everything except food stores and drug stores are closed.  No 
schools are open.  Hospitals are overwhelmed.  Health care workers, first responders, and police are now getting 
sick.  Thousands are dead right here in our country.  Fear is everywhere.   
Peoples’ lives moving from completely OK to tragedy—just like that.  
A day that starts out OK ends like a nightmare.  
All it takes is a phone call, a medical test result, words from someone we love.  It all feels rather hopeless. 
But what Jesus was telling his disciples 2000 years ago is exactly what he says to us today:  
“You can depend on me.  I’m reliable. What I say is true.  My promises are real.”  
What promises?  
Jesus says, “Come unto me and I will give you rest.”  
Jesus says, “If you ask anything in my name, God will grant it.”  
Jesus says, “If you believe in God, believe also in me.  I will prepare a place for you.”  
Jesus says, “If you have faith, nothing will be impossible.”  
We know these promises are true because we know what happens next week.  
After the horror of Good Friday, we know that Easter is coming.  
On Friday, we see disciples running in fear and women crying but Easter is coming. 
When we’re scared to death, not able to sleep at night, we need to remember Easter is coming.  
When we feel we can never know peace again, we need to remember Easter is coming.  
When we lose our belief in the miraculous, so that we no longer expect great things from God, we need to 
remember that Easter is coming.  
Because of Easter, we know with assurance that whatever life dishes out, God has the last word.  
Not even a pandemic can win. Not even death can win. 
When Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the life”—he isn’t kidding.  
The ultimate promise is true.  
It’s interesting to me that we are observing a day when the people on the streets who greeted Jesus with palms 
shouted “Hosanna.”  
That word means “Save us!”   And those words ring especially true this morning.  
Lord, save us!  
That’s our prayer this morning, isn’t it?    
Lord, save us from the sickness that seems to surround us and our families.  
Save us from being careless or cavalier about the precautions we are asked to take to remain safe.  
Save us from this pandemic called Covid-19. 



Save us from our fears, and bring a sense of peace and wholeness and wellness back to our world.  
Friends, believe the promises this morning. 
Put your faith in the One who overcame death itself.  
Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble, but take heart—I have overcome the world.”  (John 16:33) 
 Will you pray with me? 
Holy God, we are profoundly thankful and deeply humbled by our remembrance of your triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem. On that day 2,000 years ago people were overjoyed in their praise and adoration of you, and so it will 
be again when Jesus' name is exalted above everything in heaven and in earth.  Merciful God, we thank you for 
the promises that you have made and kept through your Son Jesus.  As we turn off our computers or phones, be 
with us Lord. 
As we enter Holy Week, turn our hearts again to Jerusalem, to the life, death, and resurrection of our Savior.  May 
the remembrance this year be especially meaningful for us.  Help us to know that because Christ lives, we shall 
live also. 
Lead us through this Holy Week to the promised resurrection.  Guide us and be our strength.  We ask these things 
in the name of our Savior Jesus, who taught us to pray saying … Our Father, who art in heaven … Amen. 
 


