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As we all know, life can be difficult—for everyone!  No one gets off “Scott-free!” 

One day, before this pandemic came to be, a little boy was telling his Grandma how everything 

was going wrong—school issues, family problems, kids not being nice to him—you name it, it 

seemed to be happening to him. 

Meanwhile, his Grandmother was baking a cake.  She asked her grandson if he would like a 

snack, which, of course, he did. 

She said, “Here, have some cooking oil.”  The little boy said, “Yuck!”  Then she asked, “How 

about some raw eggs?”  The little boy made a face and said, “That’s gross, Grandma!”  But his 

grandmother went on with her questions: “Would you like some flour then?  Or maybe some 

baking soda?” 

The little boy was stunned.  He said, “Grandma, those are all yucky things!”  To which his 

grandmother replied, “Yes, all of those things seem bad all by themselves.  But when they’re put 

together in the right way, they make a delicious cake!” 

You know, God works in mysterious and wondrous ways.  Many times, we wonder how God 

could allow us to go through such bad and difficult times.  We say things like: “What did we do 

to deserve this?” “How could this happen?”  “Why did this happen to us?”  

To be honest, there are no simple and easy answers.  Sometimes there may be no answer at 

all.  Things happen, and as people of God, we are challenged to live through them.  

But the good news is that we do not have to face them alone.  We have God and we have each 

other. 

The best good news is that God gives us the ability to put things together in such a way that we 

might even find a blessing at the end of the road.  If we can give ourselves over into the spirit of 

God and go with the flow, maybe all of this nasty and crazy stuff that happens to us might just 

lead us into a better state of mind and a better state of being. 

But make no mistake, it takes prayer and faith and trust and a whole lot of work.  And that is 

what living our faith is about looking for the flowers or rainbows, embracing the moments of 

love and hope, taking the awful things that come our way and trying to make it into something 

beautiful. 

Without a doubt, our world is facing an unprecedented time of trouble right now.  We are all 

living with the reality of this Covid-19 virus.  And we also know people who have cancer, who 

are still facing operations, who are going through therapy or treatments, who are living through 

the ending of relationships, who feel stressed and torn apart and even going stir-crazy from 

sheltering in place.  But we need to remember that we are grounded in God and our faith.  Let the 

gift of your faith be your guide when you approach your struggles, whatever they might be 

today.  



God will never let us alone in our problems.  God is as near to us as breathing.  Jesus said, “I will 

never leave you or forsake you.”  Know that God will give you the confidence and strength you 

need if you just ask. 

My prayer today is that God will continue to help all of us find the power we need to face what 

each day brings and make a “piece of cake” out of all the yucky ingredients!  May God continue 

to bless you and those you love. 

  

  

Will you pray with me? 

Lord, sometimes it feels like you do not understand our problems or our sense of urgency. But we 

need to remember that our timing is not your timing, our ways are not your ways, our thoughts 

are not your thoughts, and your delays are not denials. There are things in our world and 

sufferings in our lives that we cannot understand in this moment. We may have the news, but it is 

not the whole story. We patiently wait for that day when you will bring clarity and help us to see 

our path clearly.  In the meantime, keep us safe, continue to be with our loved ones and 

friends.  Bring us through this difficult time.  Redeem everything that is lost and restore 

everything that is broken. Help us to wholly put our lives in your hands and to trust you in these 

frightening times. We pray these things in the strong name of our Savior Jesus.  Amen. 

 


