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In a normal year, May and June are usually the months that are filled with graduations in our families and the 
families of our friends. Since this is definitely NOT a normal year, we actually had drive-by or drive-in 
graduations.  Since Governor Murphy just “upped” the number of people who can gather outside, some schools 
just held graduations in the last week or so. 
I can remember when I was in high school (ACHS!), my English teacher, Miss French, would constantly remind 
us seniors that we were not graduating; the ceremony was a commencement.  
Graduation implied being finished.  We seniors were really just at a turning point and ready to commence with 
the rest of our lives.  It was a starting point for a lifelong learning process.  
Although I didn’t agree with her at the time, I realize now that she was right.  
Whatever point in life we find ourselves right now—no matter how old or young we are—no crazy life seems 
these days—each new day is a commencement.  We have finished what is past.  A whole new day is before us.  
As Christians, that takes on even more meaning.  No matter what is behind us, Christ offers us new life—a new 
start, a new chance.  Paul wrote that “anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life 
has begun.”  (2 Cor. 5:17).  
I don’t think ancient people were much different from human beings today.  (The cultures are obviously 
different—but I think humans remain basically the same!).  Centuries ago the Psalmist was obviously thinking 
about where his life was going and what he was going to do.  
But he had an attitude of faith.  
He realized that as long as he was following God, God would guide his life.  He said, “The Lord will fulfill his 
plans for me.” (Ps. 138:8).  
You see, God can use all that has gone before us—all the experience, the knowledge, even the mistakes—and use 
who we have become in wonderful ways. 
But here’s the challenging part.  This is where we come to the “Trust” word—that little word that is so 
challenging!  We are called to trust in God’s plan for us.  Jeremiah reported that God tells us these encouraging 
words: “I know the plans I have for you.  Plans to prosper you & not to hurt you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.” (Jeremiah 29:11). 
These are the words of a God who adores each one of us.  God proved that in Christ Jesus.  
So face the “commencement” of today with confidence.  
In the words of a young songwriter (Natasha Bedingfield):  “Today is where your book begins; the rest is still 
unwritten.”  
  Go with God. 
  
Will you pray with me? 



Thank you God for loving us and watching over us.  No matter what our situation is today, help us to trust that 
you have a special plan for each one of us.  We turn to you in faith, and ask you to guide each one of us to the life 
that is pleasing to you.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


