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Language is such an important element in human life.  When we ask, what are relationships all about?—whether 
at home or at work or in church—we say Communication, communication, communication.  Words are 
important.  What they mean is important.  
So I thought that since today is Father’s Day, I would try to help communication between all of us by telling you 
about a great new communication tool called The Men’s Thesaurus—because, as the authors to point out—men 
don’t always say what they mean. (I need to add here that there MUST be a Women’s Thesaurus as well because 
I know, for a fact, that women don’t always mean what they say either. But since today is Father’s Day, we’ll just 
focus on the Men’s Thesaurus!)  
For example, when a man says “It would take too long to explain this” he really means, “I have no idea how it 
works.”  
When a man says, “Take a break honey. You are working too hard,” he really means “I can’t hear the game on 
TV over the vacuum cleaner.”  
When a man says “That’s interesting dear,” he really means “Are you still talking?”  
When a man says “I can’t find it,” he really means “It didn’t fall into my outstretched hand, so I’m completely 
clueless.”  
When a man says “That’s not what I meant,” he really means “If something I said can be interpreted two ways, 
and one of the ways makes you sad or angry, I meant the other way.”  And finally on the infamous male-asking-
for-directions issue—When a man says “I’m not lost.  I know exactly where we are,” he really means “No one 
will ever see us alive again.” 

Meaning behind words is very important, and the words themselves are very important. 
Since it is Father’s Day today, I thought we might take a look at the word Father, especially as we hear that word 
used for God and for human fathers. 
I have always found it interesting that in the Old Testament God is not referred to as Father—or hardly at all.  In 
Old Testament times, they had a couple of names for God:  Jehovah, Elohim, El Shaddai, Jehovah Jera, and some 
others.  If you remember, at the burning bush, God gave Moses an unpronounceable four consonant Hebrew name 
that came close to the word Yahweh.  
But it seems to me that the Hebrew people weren’t very worried about a name for God. The words they used were 
more about naming the activities of God.  They knew God by what God did.  If you asked them about God, they 
would have said, “Our God is the One who delivered us from slavery and brought us to the Promised Land.  Our 
God is the One who has defended us against our enemies, has guided us, and has made us the chosen people.”  The 
people knew they were in covenant with God.  They knew God was loving, by what God did.    
Another reason I think Old Testament people didn’t refer to God as father is because their relationship with God 
was more distant.  It was mostly done through other people like the prophets or priests.  So they didn’t have an 
especially close or familiar relationship with Almighty God.  
In the New Testament, that changes because of Jesus.  First of all, Jesus called God Father.  Jesus actually used 
the word Abba, which is much more familiar than the more formal word Father—Abba is much closer to Dad or 
Daddy.  
In fact, when Jesus taught his disciples how to pray, he began the prayer with “Our Father …”    



But the real difference between people in the Old and New Testaments—between people in the Old Testament 
and us—is that Jesus brought us into a whole new relationship with God with a new covenant.  Jesus brought us 
into a more Father-child or Parent-child relationship with God.  Now we do not need a priest to go to God as the 
Old Testament people did; we can pray directly to God.  We don’t need to make sacrifices before we can get in 
contact with God; Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice for us, once and for all.  We now have a direct line of 
communication open between us and God, if we desire it.  Jesus made this change in relationship possible. 
Romans 8:15 tells us, “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received 
a spirit of adoption as sons (and daughters) by which we cry out “Abba, Father!”  Galatians 4:6 says, “Because 
you are sons (and daughters), God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts crying, “Abba, Father!” 

For a long time now, many churches try to get away from a masculine name for God—even the masculine 
pronouns “he” or “his.”  
Well, first of all, we know God is neither male nor female—God is a spirit.  But some people have said that 
because some human fathers were harsh, unloving, or even abusive, that the word Father for God is 
offensive.  Heaven knows, we’re all very anxious to be politically correct these days, because we don’t want to 
offend anyone.  And I would never want anyone to think of God in a way that was anything other than truly 
loving. 
Then, of course, the Bible also uses female imagery for God.  The truth is that scripture offers us a view of God 
using a wide range metaphorically speaking, of human words and emotions.  If nothing else, the way the Bible 
depicts God as Father should be inspiring and helpful for human parents. 
Let me just say here, that we do not—we never will—have a comprehensive description of God.  It’s impossible 
for our human minds to wrap around the concept of God.  But we do catch glimpses in scripture.  We see what 
God does in love for his creatures.  And we get the best view of God from Jesus - which brings us back to the 
well-known parable I read this morning.    
I’m not sure why this parable is called the prodigal son, because, in truth, it’s more the story of the Loving 
Father.  It’s much more about the father than either of his naughty sons! 
In that day and culture, what he did would have been considered unforgivable.  It was not only insulting to the 
father, but also to the whole family.  The son was self-centered, disrespectful, nasty, stupid in the way he 
squandered what he was given.  He had done everything wrong—until he came to his senses and wanted to ask 
forgiveness.  
Everything in the story, though, depends on how the father reacts to the bad behavior of this wayward son. The 
father could have refused to ever see his son again.  Or the father could have decided to hire him as a servant for 
the rest of his life to teach him a lesson. 
Instead, we see a loving father who was waiting for his son to come to his senses, to realize his mistake, and to 
return home.  He doesn’t get angry at all.  He’s been waiting and watching every day.  We see his tenderness, his 
mercy, his forgiveness, and his love.       
This, Jesus says, is what God the Father is like.  God is NOT an accusing, angry, punishing God that some people 
picture.  When we come to our senses, God is compassionate, forgiving and loving. 
Seldom, if ever, has God’s immense love been expressed in such a beautiful way.  Jesus wanted to give all of us 
a picture of God’s love.  He wanted us to know that the love we search for, has been and always will be there for 
us.  The Father tells each of us “You are my Beloved, on you my favor rests.” 



That is the Father’s love.  May it give great hope to each of us.  May it serve as an example for fathers, mothers, 
grandparents, uncles, aunts, brothers, sisters, children, family members, friends—whoever we are.  In the name 
of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, we are loved. 
 


