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Let's imagine that you want to learn to dance.  Being a rational, cerebral person, you go to a library (yes, they're 
open again) or log onto Amazon to buy a book on dancing. 
After all, books helped you learn to do math, science, English, all kinds of things.  Surely a book can teach you 
how to shuffle your feet. 
You take the book and get to work.  You do everything it says:  The book says sway, you sway.  The book says 
shuffle, you shuffle.  The book says spin, you spin.  You even cut out paper shoe patterns and place them on the 
living room floor, so you'll know where to step. 
Finally, you think you've got it, and you invite a friend to come in and watch.  You hold the book open and follow 
the instructions step by step.  You even read the words aloud so they will know that you've done your 
homework!  Lean with your right shoulder--and you lean.  Now step with your right foot--and you step.  Turn 
slowly to the left--and you do. 
You continue to read, then dance, read, then dance until the dance is completed. 
You say, "I executed it perfectly!" 
Your friend says, "You executed it, all right.  You killed it!" 
"What?" 
"You forgot the most important part.  Where is the music?" 
"Oh, the music!  I never thought about that.” 
You remembered the book.  You learned the rules.  You laid out the pattern.  But you forgot the music!  So your 
friend puts on some music, holds out their hand--next thing you know, you're dancing. 
You know, we Christians are prone to follow the book while ignoring the music.  We master doctrine, read our 
Bibles, ask the UCC and American Baptists to guide us, we debate the church constitution, and stiffly step on the 
dance floor of life with no music in our hearts.  Dancing with no music is tough stuff! 
Jesus knew that.  For that reason at the Last Supper, he introduced the disciples to the song maker of the Trinity, 
the Holy Spirit. 
In John 16:7, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away.  For if I do not go away, the 
Advocate will not come to you.  But if I go, I will send him to you." 
You know, if I were to ask you to describe God the Father, I think you'd be able to give a response.  And if I were 
to ask you to tell me what Jesus did, you'd have an answer.  But if I asked you about the role of the Holy Spirit in 
your life, I think there would be some hesitation.   
I believe it is obvious that of the three persons in the Trinity, the Holy Spirit is the one we understand the least.   
Maybe the most common error is just regarding the Spirit as a power but not a person--a force with no real identity. 
Not so!  Holy Spirit is a person! 



In John 14:17 (the same evening Jesus said the first verse I quoted) Jesus said, "The world cannot accept him, 
because it does not see him or know him.  But you know him, because he lives with you and he will be in you." 
The Holy Spirit is not an impersonal force--not the spinach that makes Popeye's muscles bulge; Holy Spirit is 
God with us to help us.  John calls our Holy Spirit our Helper.  The Spirit gives us knowledge, truth, and comfort.   
I'm not saying that we don't need the Bible to get by.  We need God's Word, and the Holy Spirit help write it! 
What is really essential is that we know the music is inside us.  "If Christ is in you, then the Spirit gives you life” 
(Romans 8:10). 
You don't need a formula to hear the Spirit.  There's no four-step plan to help you know him. What we have is the 
promise that the helper has come to comfort, convict, and convey all we need to know. 
So think about it:  Have you ever felt comforted?  Has God ever brought you a sense of peace, even when the rest 
of your world was anything but peaceful?  That's the Spirit at work. 
Have you ever been convicted?  By that I mean have you ever sensed a stab from your conscience about something 
you did or didn't do?  Then the Spirit has nudged you. 
Or have you ever had an "Aha" moment?  You know, the light bulb suddenly comes on in your brain, things get 
clear and focused.  That's the Holy Spirit conveying a new truth. 
What do you know?  The Spirit has been at work all along--at work in and through each of us--at work in and 
through our church. 
Over my years as a minister, I've seen the work of the Spirit in many amazing ways.  Sometimes, life changes on 
a dime (we all know that since March!), but somehow things work out even when we feel hopeless. 
Ah, yes, the Spirit is alive and well and working in all of you--and me.  Our building may be closed right now, 
but the Spirit has been at work with the Margate Community Church and will continue to do so.  This church is 
not ours.   
We're just workers, by the help of the Spirit, in Christ's church. 
 
Will you pray with me? 
Thank you, Lord, that you continue to work in us and through us and in our church.  The world may feel upside 
down right now, but we believe you are at work, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to put everything right again. 
Perhaps, it won't be in the time frame we think, but in your wisdom and your good time, and by your Spirit, we 
will not only survive, but we will thrive.  We pray in the strong name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 


